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Abstract

The tension caused by the South China Sea dispute has been rising in recent
years. China has listed the South China Sea as her “core interest”, while the U.S.
considers the South China Sea as “national interest”. This, shows that both China and
the U.S. have been acting aggressively on the South China Sea issue. Both sides,
under their own strategic frames in dealing with the issues, square off over each
other’s diplomatic and military acts. Diplomatically, China practices “Good
Neighboring Diplomacy” to stabilize the relations with her surrounding neighbors,
while the U.S. applies “Forward-Deployed Diplomacy” to bring together each country
in East Asia to fight against China. The two countries value the attitude of the ASEAN
members more than ever, and this is also the main focus of their diplomatic strategies;
both desire to have more say on the South China Sea issue by gaining support from
members of the ASEAN. In terms of military operation, China practices
“Anti-Access/Area-Denial” to prevent other countries from intervening her
sovereignty issues, while the U.S. crafts “Air-Sea Battle”, in which the U.S. applies
her devastating military and technology power, and combines the force of each ally to
rein China’s military operation.

All in all, with the China-U.S. competition as the backdrop, and by referring to
John Mearsheimer’s offensive realism, this study examines the future Sino-American
relations in the South China Sea. China, as a potential hegemon, possesses a large
population and a fast-growing economy; the state also conducts military operations in
the South China Sea, with a view to consolidating the mutual economic and trade
dependence of China and the ASEAN, even countries in East Asia. Moreover, China
excludes the U.S. from dealing with tasks in Asia for the purpose of replacing the U.S.

as the Asia’s key player. China’s intransigency in the South China Sea particularly



reveals her dominance in the region. Besides, in facing China’s rise in all aspects, the
U.S., as the current hegemon, plays the role of “The Off-shore Balancer”. By mixing
"Buck-Passing" with "Balancing”, the U.S. brings together countries involved in the
issue such as the members of ASEAN, Japan, and India to collectively rein the power
imbalance in the South China Sea, so as to consolidate her dominance. Both China
and the U.S. have raised the level of the South China Sea issue, and have scrambled to
gain the dominance in the South China Sea. Therefore, in the future, the two countries

will become more of two competitors in this region.

Keywords: the South China Sea issue, core interest, return to Asia, hegemon,

offensive realism
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