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Scope and Definition of the
General Agreement on Trade in
Services of WTO

Shin-Pyng Chang’
Abstract

In order to clarify various complex and complicated terminologies
used in the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), Articles 1
of GATS regulates “scope and definition,” whereas Article 28 contains
detailed “definitions.”

This paper discusses and analyses the legal dimension of scope
and definition of GATS. After the introduction, the second section deals
with the measures of GATS, including, inter alia, the definition of
measures, scope of measures, measures by members, and the meaning
of measures affecting trade in services. This section also tries to answer
controversial questions, such as how to determine whether or not a
measure affects trade in services, whether measures can co-exist in both
GATT and GATS? Section 3 goes through definitions of trade in ser-
vices, including the supply of a service through four different modes,
and the application of GATS to electronic commerce. Section 4 dis-

cusses the service sectors applicable in GATS stipulated in both W/120
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and UN CPC. Service supplied in the exercise of governmental author-
ity is also analyzed. Section 5 discusses what non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) and individual persons could contribute in the operation

of GATS.

Keywords: World Trade Organization (WTO), General Agreement on
Trade in Services (GATS), Measures, Measures Affecting
Services, Service Sectors
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