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Swift as Gulliver?

Authorship and Fictionality in the Frontispieces and Front Matter of

Gulliver’s Tiavels

Jing-fen Su
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures

National Taiwan University

ABSTRACT

Gulliver’s Travels is one of the most celebrated works by the Irish satirist Jonathan
Swift (1667-1745). When the work was first published in 1726, the title as printed on the
title-page is Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World and the author is not Swift
but “Lemuel Gulliver, First a Surgeon, and then a Captain of several Ships,” with a portrait
of the fictional author “Captain Gulliver” on its frontispiece, under which the caption
shows that Gulliver was 58 years old at the time his travels were published (exactly the
same age as the real author Swift in that year). When Gulliver’s Travels appeared in a 1735
edition of Swift’s collected Works, on the title-page its author still reads “Lemuel Gulliver”
with his portrait again displayed on the frontispiece, but in the caption the lines about
Gulliver’s age and residence are replaced by a line from Horace’s poem: “Splendide
Mendax. Hor.” [“Gloriously False”] (Odes III'xi. 35). Moreover, in the front matter of this
edition Swift for the first time inserts a letter by Gulliver to his cousin Sympson. This
paper aims at exploring Swift’s intended purpose(s) in arranging the frontispieces and
front matter in different editions of Gulliver’s Travels. I also deal with the satiric strategies
such as persona and the satirist-satirized, and examine the interrelationship between the
satirist and the reader/audience in the satiric tradition, so as to illuminate the intersecting,

partly overlapping relationship between Swift and his fictional character Gulliver and to
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illustrate how such an intriguing relationship might cast impact on the readers then and

today.
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