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Abstract

This study investigated the effect of youth participatory experience in civic
program on their later civic behavior, such as their extent of participation in class,
school, and the society. The study also assessed the effect of gender, age, and
leadership experience on youth civic behavior. There were 118 adolescents
participated in this study who had prior experiences in the civic empowerment
program in Taiwan. Data were collected using questionnaires. Regression analysis
showed that youth civic behavior was predicted by their degree of involvement in the
empowerment program, the style of their program leaders, and whether they
themselves registered to participate in the program. When youth initiated the
participation and had high involvement in the program, they later presented more
civic behavior. When they had program leaders with democratic leading style, the
youth showed more civic behavior too. There were no effects of gender, age, and
youth leadership experience, however. At the end, suggestions and implications to

education, policy, and social work administration were discussed.

Keywords: adolescent, empowerment, civic behavior
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