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Deng Xiaoping’s Role and Activities in
the People’s Liberation Army’s “Anti-
dogmatism” Rectification of 1958

Yen-Lin Chung
Abstract

The 1980s witnessed the Chinese Communist Party, including Deng
Xiaoping, in an effort to reexamine and revise the mistakes of the PLA’s
“Anti-dogmatism” rectification campaign of 1958. This study discovers that
Deng not only awared of the PLA’s involvement, but supported it actively
owing to Mao Zedong’s order, and his own career considerations.
Accordingly, Deng interfered the enlarged Military Affairs Committee
conference in 1958 and urged Peng Dehuai to launch harsh attacks on the so-
called “dogmatism” within the PLA. In so doing, Deng tried his best to
protect his wartime partner Liu Bocheng. This study attempts to shed some
new light about the CCP history.

Keywords: Deng Xiaoping; the People’s Liberation Army; anti-dogmatism;
enlarged Military Affairs Committee conference in 1958
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