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Historical Perspective of Revolution and
Genealogy of China Studies

in Postwar Japan

Hsuan-lei Shao
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National Chengchi University

Abstract

“Historical Perspective of Revolution” is one of the core ideas of
China studies in postwar Japan. Especially in 1949-1972, it was the most
popular methodology. This article intends to have a better understanding of
Japanese history of philosophy, and further enhanced the understanding of
perspectives of today’s China and Japan. Their research then evolved into
two issues: “methodology” and ‘“viewpoint on China”. However, the
Historical Perspective of Revolution declined from 1972, and the viewpoint
of “seeing China as a nation-state with its own national interest” emerged.
This article attempts to seek a better understanding of the ‘“Historical
Perspective of Revolution” and “Genealogy of Socialism in Japanese China-

Studies” and finds their historical and social meanings.
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