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Abstract
This purpose of this study was to understand the general course-taking structure for
undergraduates at National Chengchi University (NCCU) and the relationships between students’
course-taking patterns and their career development. There were two main data sources. One was
students’ (N=6641) course-taking records and the other was a survey concerning students’
(N=2184) current career path. The main findings are as follows: (1) for those who are currently
studying in a graduate institute, the more general-education courses they took during their
undergraduate years, the more likely they would perceive what they learned in the university was
useful; (2) for those who are currently working/employed, the more professional-education
courses they took during their undergraduate years, the more likely they would perceive what they
learned in the university was useful; (3) for those who are currently studying in a graduate institute
or are preparing for civil services examinations, the more professional-education courses they took
outside of their belonged departments during their undergraduate years, the more likely they
would perceive what they learned in the university was useful, and (4) for those who are currently
employed, the more courses they took for their minors during their undergraduate years, the more
likely they would also perceive what they learned in the university is useful; (5) there existed huge
differences among colleges in terms of their students’ course-taking patterns, specifically for
professional-education courses. Based on the findings, it is suggested that the university should
take into deep consideration the need of the job markets and the unique features of each specific
college when developing the new university course structure. It is also suggested that the
university administration should rethink how to better integrate professional-education courses
and general-education courses in order to develop more effective course structure. For future
research, it is suggested that the university further explore how taking general-education courses is
related to students’ civic literacy and that other related employment indicators (such as
employment willingness and personal career planning) should also be taken into consideration to
better understand the relationships between students’ professional-education course-taking and

their career development.

Key words : course-taking structure, career development, professional-education,

general-education courses, civic literacy
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