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How the Leitmotiv of Death is composed in
Ivan Bunin’s “Artistic-Philosophical Trilogy” ?

Wang, Peng*

Abstract

During the three successive years of 1914-1916, Russian writer Ivan Alekseyevich
Bunin ( iBan AsiexceeBuu Bynun, 1870-1953 ) composed three short stories, which were
called “artistic-philosophical trilogy” ( xymoxecrBeHHO-(puiOCO(CKass Tpuiorus ) ,
including The Brothers( Bpamos, 1914 ), The Gentleman from San Francisco( Tocnooun
uz Can-@panyucro, 1915) and Chang’s Dreams (Cnot Yanza, 1916) . The three
independent literary works show close relations by their common interest in problems of
philosophy of life, and by similar artistic processes in presenting the problematic of life
and death.

This article interprets philosophical contents in these three works by analyzing
artistic processes, which build up the semantic field of symbology of the theme of death.
Moreover, the formalistic similarities among the stories are recognized, since the artistic
features shared among them appear to be significant in the formation of the leitmotiv of

death in the Trilogy.

Keywords: death, oxymoron, effect of oxymora ( okcroMOpoHHOCTB ) , semantic field of

symbology, world vision, schema of bipolarity
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