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The Cold War has commonly been perceived as a confrontation between two
camps: the “free camp” led by the United States, and the “communist camp” led
by the USSR. As the Republic of China was a member of the former camp while
the People’s Republic of China was part of the latter, China’s civil war was
incorporated into the Cold War. However, such an interpretation failed to see the
differences in the China policy and Cold War strategy of both countries.

Scholars were previously inclined to attribute the failure of ROC diplomacy in
the 1970s and its loss of international identity solely to the expelling of the ROC
representative from the United Nations. However this ignores the gradual decline
of ROC foreign diplomacy beginning in the 1960s, as well as its waning status
before the end of the Cold War. Thus this paper posits that the collapse of ROC’s
diplomacy was a process marked by a series of events rather than any single one.
By analyzing the foreign affairs archives in Academia Sinica, Taiwan, this paper
will examine the establishment of Canada’s diplomatic relations with the PRC
between 1968 and 1970, while simultaneously attempting to reconstruct the
ROC'’s reaction and subsequent political measures taken.

This paper argues that Canada’s change of diplomatic recognition to China was
influenced by Canadian wheat trade with the PRC. Thus, rather than being a
result of Cold War ideology—the conflict between the “free camp” and the
“communist camp”, this decision was a rational China Policy pursued by the
Canadian government. In addition, this case showed the ROC how to preserve
her embassy and establish alternative diplomatic organizations.
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