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News Interest of Immigrants in Hawaii

Immigrants use news to assist
acculturation and to retain cul-
tural pluralism.

• The image of American society as a
"melting pot" for ethnic groups from all
over the world predominated during the
late 1940s and 1950s. As Handlin pointed
out, "increasingly then Americans consid-
ered ethnicity a fading phenomenon, a
quaint part of the national heritage, but
one likely to diminish steadily in practical
importance. At most, pluralism might
remain a sentimental cultural monument
to the past."'

But the perception of the situation
changed before long. People began to rec-
ognize that ethnicity does persist, that total
integration has not occurred, and that
there also have been positive aspects to
cultural pluralism. In 1957, a UNESCO
conference was held in Havana on the issue
of cultural integration of immigrants.
From that conference came the assessment
that: "peace, order and good government
had been established in the U.S. not by
cultural uniformity, not by a process anal-
ogous to the physiological concept of
assimilation, but in spite of it, in a situation
of cultural pluralism.''^ The increased atten-
tion to ethnic studies in recent years partly
reflects this recognition of cultural
pluralism.
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Another impetus to ethnic studies has
been the pattern of recent immigration,
which is different from that of the past.
Contemporary immigrants include a larger
percentage of Asians than did earlier
waves. Providing assistance in the accultu-
ration process to Asian immigrants has
become one of the major concerns of the
government, as well as other interest
groups, because of their vastly different
cultural backgrounds.

Communication has traditionally been
regarded as an important medium for
acculturation. As pointed out by McLeod
and O'Keefe, adaptation of the socializa-
tion perspective to communication
research is logical in that "communication
would seem to be the major vehicle
through which learning takes place and
shared cognitive systems are made possi-
ble."' For most immigrants, who are rela-
tive strangers to the host society,
establishing a "shared cognitive system"
naturally becomes the key to accultura-
tion. The importance of communication in
this context is apparent. Mendelsohn once
claimed that together with education, com-
munication is charged with the task of
"merging the minority groups into one
democratic social organization of com-
monly shared ideas and values "*

Given the great expectation for commu-
nication to play the role of a socialization
vehicle, it is not surprising that empirical
studies have focused on the question: how
does communication enhance, or relate to
acculturation? A study by Nagata investi-
gated the functional relationship among
communication variables in the accultura-
tion of three generations of Japanese
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573



574 J O U R N A L I S M Q U A R T E R L Y

Americans.' Chang examined the commu-
nication behavior and value changes of
three Korean immigrant groups.*^ Kim
constructed a causal model in which four
factors (i.e., interaction potential, English
competence, acculturation motivation and
mass media availability) contributed to
immigrants' cognitive complexity about
the host society by means of interpersonal
and mass communication channels.^ in
another study. Yum examined the causes
of the communication diversity of Korean
immigrants in Hawaii and the impact of
such diversity on their levels of informa-
tion.* Sunoo and others looked at the lan-
guage competence and media exposure of
a group of indoChinese refugees."* In most
cases, the authors were able to demon-
strate some kind of relationship between
mass communication and the object of
study (i.e., value change or English
competence).

There are, indeed, reasons to believe that
communication is important in enhancing
acculturation. However, one might also
postulate that communication functions to
preserve ethnic identity. As pointed out by
Jeffres and Hur, "communication net-
works hold social systems together includ-
ing ethnic cultural systems."'" Their study
found that the degree of ethnicity exhibited
by immigrant groups in their sample was
significantly related to ethnic interpersonal
and mass communication patterns. Furth-
ermore, communication was found to be
the link between immigrants, their neigh-
borhoods and the outside environment.

Proximity, a factor which has long been
recognized by news editors for judging
news value and selecting news items, also
suggests a similar viewpoint in looking at
the significance of communication to
immigrants. As pointed out by Schramm
in his discussion of the nature of the news,
there should be two dimensions to the con-
sideration of proximity: physical and psy-
chological. ' ' A reader's interest in a certain
news story is believed to depend partly on
how closely he associates himself with the
news. The extent to which he identifies
himself with a news story, in turn, depends
on physically how close he is to the place
where the event occurred, or whether he

has relatives or friends living in that place
or he has personal memories about that
place.

While the physical dimension of prox-
imity may be important in determining the
news interest pattern of the general
audience, the psychological dimension
should be essential in determining immi-
grants' news interest patterns.

Studies of the acculturation process of
immigrants have shown that, in many
instances, immigrants are economically
integrated with the rest of the society, but
culturally isolated into the second, or even
the third generation.'^ This cultural isola-
tion may encourage immigrants to seek
information about their own ethnic group
and about the faraway homeland with
which they still identify themselves.'^

This contrast in news interest, i.e., local
news vs. homeland news is manifested in
the audience research of general media and
ethnic media. For the audience at large,
community issues and events have been
one major area of concern. As shown by
Stevenson'* and Stephens," local news is
directly related to readers' sense of attach-
ment to the community. Another study by
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Grotta et at. demonstrated that people are
not only attracted by local news, but they
prefer to have more of it in a small daily. •<'
On the other hand, for the approximately
900 ethnic newspapers in the States, two of
the major content categories were home
country news and group life interest,",'» In
other words, media could also be used in
response to nostalgia, isolation, and a need
to preserve ethnic identity.

Based on the above discussion, two main
hypotheses are tested in this study:

1) For first-generation immigrants, news
interest will fall into two categories:
a) ethnic news events, including news about
the country of one's origin, news about one's
own ethnic community in the United States
and in Hawaii; and
b) general news events, including news about
the federal, state and city government.
Honolulu, the neighboring islands, and
world events.
2) For the host population in the society,
news inteiTst will fall into two different
categories:
a) local news events, including news about
Honolulu, the neighboring islands, the
Japanese community in Hawaii, the
neighborhood, and state and city
government; and
b) distant news events which occur in rela-
tively faraway places: news about Japan, the
Japanese community in the mainland, the
U.S. mainland, the federal government and
world events.

Different news interest patterns, there-
fore, are expected for the immigrant group
and the general host population of Hawaii.
In the first hypothesis (for immigrants) the
predominant causal factor is psychological
proximity; in the second hypothesis (for
the host society) the predominant causal
factor is physical or geographical proxim-
ity.
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Methodology
In 1978 and 1979, a survey was

c o n d u c t e d to i n v e s t i g a t e the
communication patterns of immigrants
and their relationship to the adjustment
process. Three of the major immigrant
groups in Hawaii were interviewed: 401
Koreans, 208 Filipinosand 199 Sa moans.
The two major ethnic groups of the host
population were also interviewed for
purposes of comparison: 203 local
Japanese and 200 Caucasians. All the
interviews were conducted on the main
island of Oahu, except for the Japanese
sample which included residents from both
Oahu and the city of Hilo (51.7%) on the
island of Hawaii. The Hawaiian Telephone
Directory was used as a source book to
compile thelistsof people with Korean and
Japanese surnames from which
respondents were randomly drawn.
Random and cluster sampling techniques
were combined to draw the Filipino,
Samoan, and Caucasian sample in order to
insure enough respondents in each ethnic
group. For the immigrant groups, only the
first generation of adult immigrants (those
who were born in the country of origin)
were included in the sample. Of the
Japanese respondents 93% were bom in
Hawaii. The Caucasians had lived in
Hawaii for an average of 10 years. Face-to-
face interviews were conducted by native
interviewers using native-language
questionnaires.

In the survey, respondents were asked to
rate the degree to which they were inter-
ested in 11 types of news events (Table 1)
on a four-point scale."

Resuhs
Factor analysis was performed on the 11

news interest items for all five ethnic
groups using the Biomédical Computer
Program Package. The factor analysis was
a principal axis solution with oblique rota-
tion to the direct oblimin criterion.
Squared multiple correlations were used as
communality estimates. According to the
hypothesis, a two-factor solution was
requested.

Among the three immigrant groups, the
Samoan data showed the strongest
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TABLE 1

News Interest Items and Means by Ethnic Group

Means of News Interest Rating

General News Items

World events

U.S. Mainland

Honolulu

Neighboring Island

Neighborhood

Federal government

State government

City government

GENERAL NEWS MEAN

Ethnic News Items

Country of origin

Ethnic community
in Hawaii

Ethnic community
in U.S. mainland

ETHNIC NEWS MEAN

Samoan

2.83

2.84

2.95

2.60

3.09

2.61

2.89

2.90

2.84

3.50

3.41

3.32

3.41

Korean

2.59

2.43

2.76

1.61

2.03

2.19

2.33

231

2.28

3.64

2.69

2.36

2.90

Filipino

3.75

3.46

3.85

3.64

3.73

3.66

3.82

3.82

3.71

3.85

3.82

3.69

3.78

Japanese

2.92

2.90

3.70

3.18

3.30

2.85

3.27

3.27

3.17

2.49

2.90

2.42

2.60

Caucasian

3.27

3.05

3.57

2.85

3.27

3.22

3.31

3.27

3.22

2.05

1.94

1.59

1.86

support for the hypothesis. Events about
Samoa received, on the average, the
highest mean rating on the scale of interest,
followed by events about the Samoan
community in Hawaii and the Samoan
community on the mainland (Table 1).
Comparisons by t-test showed that the
average interest ratings ofthe three ethnic
news event items were significantly higher
than that of general news events (/=IO.8,
p<.OI).

The two-factor solution with the
Samoan group accounted for 64.6% of the
total variance. The first factor which
emerged from the data was a general news
dimension which included all categories
except ethnic news events (Table 2). The
second factor included items regarding the
Samoan community, locally and outside
Hawaii, and in Samoa itself. News about
the neighborhood was also included in this
factor; however, the loading showed that
this item was bi-factorial since it also
loaded on the first factor. The fact that the

Samoan respondents were drawn from
predominantly Samoan neighborhoods
could account for this result. The two fac-
tors were moderately correlated (r=.5O).

Similar results were obtained from the
Korean data. Means of news interest rat-
ings showed that the respondents were
most interested in events about Korea
(Table I). News about the local Korean
community and the Korean community
elsewhere, however, were the third and
fourth highest after Honolulu events.
Results of f-tests showed that there are
significant differences on the average inter-
est ratings between news events about the
country of origin, two items about news
events of one's own ethnic group and the
others (/=16.0, p<.01). Ethnic news events
were again rated higher.

With the Korean data, a two-factor
solution accounted for 56.5% of the total
variance. The first factor that emerged
from the data was very similar to the
Samoan pattern, consisting of general



Variables

GENERAL

World

U.S. Mainland

Honolulu

Neighboring island

Neighborhood

Federal government

State government

City government

ETHNIC

Country of origin

Ethnic community in Hawaii

Ethnic community in U.S.
mainland

News Interest of Immigrants in Hawaii

TABLE 2

Two-Factor Solution on Immigrant News Interest

Loadings by Ethnic Group

Samoan

577

Korean Filipino

1

.81

.76

.60

.88

.33

.81

.66

.72

-.04

.01

2

.03

.07

.12

.21

.48

-.03

.23

.06

.89

.89

1

.75

.76

.59

.41

.46

.89

.89

.84

.01

-.05

2

,12

-04

.14

.15

.36

.13

-.00

.06

.39

.92

1

.00

.17

.69

.20

.51

.43

.99

.92

.37

.70

2

.78

.97

.11

.69

.25

.49

II

,11

.42

.20

.02 .88 .03 .87 .23 .64

news events. The second factor consisted
primarily of three items: news about the
local Korean community, the Korean com-
munity elsewhere and Korea (Table 2).
News events about Korea had the highest
interest rating, but it was poorly correlated
with the other items. The two factors were
positively and moderately correlated
(r=.39).

The news interest ratings of the Filipino
respondents followed a pattern which was
quite different from the other two immi-
grant groups. Samoan and Korean
respondents produced average ratings
above three for only a few items. In the
Filipino sample, however, virtually all of
the news items received interest ratings
above three on the four-point scale (Table
I), The ratings did not show signs of the
influence of psychological proximity.

For example, the two items with the
highest ratings were events about the Phi-
lippines (the country of origin) and Hono-
lulu events (the place of residence). These
two items were closely followed by events
about city and state government. Results
of the r-test again showed significant dif-

ferences between average interest ratings
of general news events and ethnic news
events (/=2.9, p<.OI); however, the differ-
ence between the two means (.07) was not
meaningful in a practical sense.

A two-factor solution accounted for
65,7% of the total variance with the Fil-
ipino data, and the two factors were mod-
erately correlated (r=.59). The predicted
news interest patterns failed to emerge. On
the contrary, the results seemed to support
the second hypothesis which predicted a
news interest pattern on the basis of physi-
cal proximity. The Filipino news interest
pattern is similar to the local/distant pat-
tern of the Japanese and Caucasians
except for one item, news about the neigh-
boring islands of Hawaii (Table 2). For the
Filipinos, news about the neighboring
islands is loaded on the distant events fac-
tor; for the Japanese and Caucasians this
item is loaded on the factor for local news.

A similar news interest pattern emerged
from the Japanese data. The Japanese
respondents rated Honolulu events highest
on the average, followed by news events
about the local neighborhood and then
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Variables

DISTANT

World

U.S, mainland

Federal government

Japan

Japanese community
U.S, mainland

LOCAL

Honolulu

Neighboring islands

Neighborhood

State government

City government

Japanese community
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TABLE 3

News Interest Patterns of Japanese

TE

and

Japanese

1

.14

.07

,19

-.19

on
,27

.74

.81

,74

,53

.61

in Hawaii .56

2

.81

.71

.67

,8t

,41

,12

-.11

-.07

,44

.36

,24

R LY

Caucasians

1

-.06

-.01

.28

.13

.03

.77

.62

.75

,79

.81

,16

Caucasian

2

.12

,12

-.01

,76

,89

-.05

.27

.12

-.08

-.09

.82

3

.82

.73

.75

.27

-.03

.07

-.10

-.28

.34

.27

.02

state and city government. To respondents
residing in the city of Hilo, Honolulu is not
the closest city, but it is the state capital
and also the largest city in the area. None
of the ethnic news items was highly rated.
In fact, Japan which is the country of their
ancestors, received the second lowest
average rating, while other Japanese
communities in the U.S. mainland were
rated the lowest (Table I). Results of/-tests
showed that general news events were
rated significantly higher than ethnic news
events (/<79.0, p <.OI).

Factor analysis of the news interest
items revealed a "local event" factor and a
"distant event" factor (Table 3). The two
factors accounted for 54% of the variance,
and were not highly correlated (r=.29).

Since the American population con-
sisted mainly of Caucasians, their ethnic
news items would coincide with other news
items. The same set of items used for the
Japanese group was therefore used for the
Caucasian group for comparison. The
average news interest ratings were close to
those of the Japanese sample. Honolulu
events were again rated most highly, fol-

lowed by state government news, while city
government and neighborhood news
events were both rated third highest. As
with the Japanese data, news about Japa-
nese communities on the mainland was
rated lowest, followed by the other two
ethnic items. Japanese ethnic news items
were rated significantly lower than the gen-
eral news items (/=84.8, p<.OI).

A two-factor solution accounted for
55.7% of the total variance of the Cauca-
sian data. However, the results were not
clear because the ethnic items were mixed
in with the distant items. Since the eigen-
value suggested a three-factor solution,
another attempt was made to factor the
items using an eigenvalue of one as a criter-
ion for rptation. The three factor solution
accounted for 68.8% of the total variance
(Table 3). The three ethnic news items
which were of little interest to the respond-
ents formed one factor. The rest of the
items formed a "local event" factor includ-
ing events about Honolulu, neighboring
islands, neighborhood, state and city
govemment, and a "distant factor" with
world and mainland events, and events
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about federal government in it. Weak
correlations were found among the factors
(r<.25).

Results of the factor analyses showed
that the second hypothesis which postu-
lated a "local" and a "distant" factor for the
host population was generally supported
by the Japanese and the Caucasian data,
and unexpectedly by the Filipino data. The
first hypothesis which suggested an "eth-
nic" factor and a "general" factor, how-
ever, was only supported by the Korean
and the Samoan groups, not the Filipino
group. The demographic characteristics of
each immigrant group may provide some
explanation for different news interest
patterns.

A chi-square test showed that on a pro-
portional basis, there were no significant
differences among the immigrant groups in
their male-female distribution. Significant
differences, however, appeared on five
other variables: years of education, age,
length of stay in the U.S., English fluency,
and occupational prestige.^ The average
length of stay of Filipinos was 22 years
with a median of 12 years, which is almost
one generation more than the other immi-
grant groups.

Length of stay has often been used as an
index of the degree of acculturation, and it
is generally believed that a longer stay
implies further acculturation and adapta-
tion to the host society.^' The relatively
higher length of stay of Filipino immi-
grants, for example, probably accounts for
the negligible differences in their interest in
the two hypothesized types of news.

In order to observe more clearly the rela-
tionship between the immigrants' length of
stay and their news interest, the indices for
the two types of news interest, general and
ethnic, were regressed on six demographic
variables: length of stay, English fluency,
" Donald J. Treiman. Occupation. Prestige in Comparative

Pmptctlvt (New York: Académie Prett. 1977).
'• Recent work has emerged which reformulates the homogea-

lution or "mehing pot' thesis in more preate mathematical
termt (G. Barnctt and D.U Kincaid, "A Mathematical Model of
Cultural Convergence.' Internationol and tnttrcultural Com-
munication Armuat. forthcoming) which it amenable to empiri-
cal testing (D.L. Kincaid and others. "The Cultural Convergence
of Korean Immifranu in Hawaii: An Empirical Test of -
Mathematical Thcoiy," Paper pnwnled at the annual meeting
of the International Communication Asiodalion. May 25.
1981).

education, age, occupational prestige, and
sex. The resultant multiple regression
equation reveals that there is no unique
effect of length of stay in the U.S. on gen-
eral news interest (/3=.O5), controlling for
the effects of the other five demographic
variables. Together these six independent
variables accounted for 35% of the var-
iance of general news interest (R=.59,
F=31.0,p<.01). The four independent var-
iables in the set which had statistically sig-
nificant effects were English fluency
(/3=.5I), education (^=-.20), age 08=-16),
and sex (j8=.IO). in other words, immi-
grants with greater English fluency, with
lower education, and who were older and
male rather than female tended to have
higher levels of interest in general news
items.

The same multiple regression analysis
was conducted for ethnic news interest.
The six independent variables accounted
for 15% of the variance of ethnic news
interest (R=.39, F=10.7, p<.Oi). A differ-
ent subset of variables, however, was
found to have statistically significant
unique effects: English fluency (^=.33),
education (/3=-.3O), age O=.18), and length
of stay (/3=-. 14). immigrants with higher
levels of English fluency, lower education,
who are older and who have stayed in the
U.S. fewer years tended to have greater
interest in ethnic news items. Tlius, con-
trolling for the effects of the other demo-
graphic characteristics, length of stay is
negatively related to ethnic news interest,
as expected. Ethnic news interest declines
with length of stay, if the effects of English
fluency, education, and age are held con-
stant.

Discussion
Results of this study showed that the

psychological dimension of proximity
plays an important role in determining the
news interest patterns of two immigrant
groups in Hawaii, the Koreans and the
Samoans, but not of the Filipinos.
Although all three imnnigrant groups
showed higher interest in ethnic news,
Filipino preference for ethnic over general
news was trivial.
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Ihe most important variables for
explaining both types of new interest were
English fluency and education. However,
the multiple regression analysis indicated
that interest in ethnic news declines as the
length of stay of immigrants increases,
controlling for the relative effects of their
basic demographic characteristics, but no
such relationship was found for general
news. Because the data were not collected
longitudinally from the same or equivalent
samples of immigrants, it is also possible
that the more recent wave of immigrants
arrived with a higher level of ethnic news
interest than earlier immigrants. Although
the change over time is a more plausible
hypothesis, only a longitudinal design
could confirm it.

To a certain extent the results of the
analysis oí Filipinos and Japanese pro-
vided support for the acculturation inter-
pretation. Fi l ipino and Japanese
respondents in this study (mostly second
and the third generation) did not show
much difference from local Caucasian

Americans. For all three ethnic groups th
same two patterns of news interest exist
local news events and distant news events
The fact that 93% of the Japanese respond
ents were born and raised in Hawaii indi
cates that they should be furthc
acculturated than the Filipinos. The find
ings showed that the Japanese were indee(
much more interested in local news item
than they were in ethnic news items.

The news interest patterns exhibited b]
recent immigrants in our study indicate
that mass media may not be mere vehicles
for social learning and acculturation, the)
may also help new immigrants to preserve
their ethnic identity by providing new«
about their own people and their country
of origin. Cultural pluralism, therefore
seems to present a more realistic picture o\
the recent immigrants from Asia. But the
striking similarity among the Filipino, th(
Japanese and the Caucasians news interesi
patterns suggest that over the long run
homogenization does occur.

THE AMERICAN PRESS OMBUDSMAN
(Continued from page 553)

been established to raise the confidence of
the public in America's preeminent institu-
tion of information; to help readers under-
stand the intricacies involved in creating
and maintaining that institution; to pro-
vide an avenue of access to that institution
for readers' thoughts and views where all
avenues had been closed before; to provide

the institution with a "lightening rod" tc
intercept and interpret the readers' con
cerns and to provide a method by whict
the i n s t i t u t i o n c o u l d test it
responsiveness—a method of holding itsel
accountable. "Is it worth a candle?" aske«
Thor Severson. "I think it is!" was hi
immediate response.
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