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The Multiculturalism of the European Union:
Beginning with the Prohibition Policy of the
Islamic Headscarf in France

Chang, Tai-lin"

Abstract

At the beginning of the European integration, the multicultural
perspective was not a top priority. With the deepening and broadening of
the European Union, the EU has payed more and more attention to the field
of culture policy and the promotion of cultural diversity. In 2009, The
Treaty of Lisbon has emphasized the importance of cultural diversity and
intercultural dialogue in order to promote the european fondamental values
and multiculturalism.On the December of 2010, the Council of the
European Union has adopted a Working Plan in favour of Culture
2011-2014. On the July of 2011, the European Commission has also
proposed “European Agenda for the Integration of Third-Country
Nationals” in order to reinforce the european integration. This puts the
multiculturaslism in the centre of the European Agenda. However, the fact
that the cooperation in terms of culture and integration is always a
privileged domain of each member state, and after the speechs of European
leaders on the recognition of the failure of multiculturalism in Europe, the

prohibition policy of the islamic headscarf in France and Belgium, the

" Pofessor and Director of the Department of European Languages and Cultures; Coordinator,
European Module, Jean Monnet Programme, National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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European Union is facing a great challenge on the issues dealing with the

multiculturalism, freedom of religions and human rights.

For Taiwan, with the democratization and liberalization of the political
regime during the past 30 years, the Government has paid more and more
attention to the issue of the culture diversity. In Mai 2009, the fact that the
two international conventions (civil and political rights and social,
economic and cultural rights) have been signed by the authorities was
significant. However, with the open policy on the immigration and the
Cross-strait relations, Taiwan should develop international cooperation and
learn from the international experiences in order to strengthen on the one
hand Taiwan's savoir-faire in the multiculturalist policy, and establish on
the other hand its systems and legal frameworks. The purpose of this
research project is, firstly, to explore and discuss the history of the EU's
multiculturalist development and its structure and strategic basis, then to
analyze the EU's actions and results on the push for the common policy in
terms of the culturral diversity and integration, thirdly to study the
prohibition of islamic headscarf in France as well as its impacts, finally to
make a comparison to the current situation of Taiwan and try to give a few

concrete and insightful advices on the future of the multiculturalist policy.

Keywords: European Union, Multiculturalism, Democracy and Human

Rights, Freedom of Religions, Islamic Headscarf
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