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Abstract

At present the Local Church in Taiwan is the second largest Christian community
in the number of believers. Ever since 1949 when Witness Lee came to Taiwan, the
Local Church has rapidly grown to the scale of about five million believers within a few
years. In the past, the Local Church scarcely participated in the activities of the outside
world, but these years the relationship with the outside world has shifted—the Local
Church not only frequently communicates with various Christian communities, but also
actively participates in social welfare and care. While many changes are initiated in the
church concerning the social participation and internal personnel alteration, the Local
Church remains intact rather than falling apart. At the same time, the number of
believers also continuously multiplies. This suggests that the issue how and why the
Local Church on the one hand maintains the internal stability within the community, and

on the other, participates in the multiple social activities is worth discussing.

This study aims to explore the history of transformation of the Local Church in
Taiwan in its internal structure and external relations with the society in order to
understand the causes and effects of the church transformation. This study found that
the transformation of the church’s internal structure is based on Lee's new theological
discourse and practices. Concerning the church’s changed attitude with the outside
world as well as the sectarian relations, they are also based on Lee's new theological
discourse and practices. However, the church’s participation in social welfare is distinct
from Lee’s teaching, given that the Local Church is facing the rapid development of the

social environment and thus adapting itself to the new changes.

Keywords: Local Church, theology, ecclesiology, sectarian relation, social welfare
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Fril R EFHER (new institutionalism ) & DARIRE(E Ky o W88 E2HYRE AR
FIJ57% - EAFHIE (institution ) &AL LAY » &5 R SFERHINRE f HE B
RIFKOR A & U A AT 2R R » B i 7 =0 /\OFHEE R R BUG
5 GBS G, - {F 1984 RS - B EF (James G March ) B4 - BLE
i#% (Johan P. Olsen) &%~ CHfilELEFE : BUAAETHVLHERAZE) (The New
Institutionalism: Organizational Factors in Political Life ) —Z 1% » HIE R A T
SRR SEI PR RS - Y

HIREE SR EIFARPURERN EE e S - B1E 20 i L OFRIL - 11
PR T 2RI BRI 88T » 17 F 178 (behavioralism ) 2R R BUAEEHY £
JiERe o EFERIERE T FRBUGEHIHTTREY - 175 EFRAY FE AR - (H
BRIV RIF 2B BT HMSEIEEERE - WA R e S USRS © f
AT AVES BRI SRS » 280 - 17 A ER RIS EEIRAVERE L -
HBBUERA BT BT R EERNER - SERerVEOR 22 BT AR5 8T
e - MIHERR R EIERI - Wit - 8 /\OFMUHE £ R mIELER - 5
ORI S A E FHETT 0T - DAJTAGRARER - Bl - S w2
PSR FE(E A\ SRR AE YRR - BT T ME ARG [y T PR |
I F EERT  (TRESEEHE T ERUATBHIE TR il
—DRRERIE N T Ry - 2Lt - A A AT RE BT A IR SR BE T o AR -

Y OEERE s (FESEHIRERAY AT s e ) o (RIREBLERTE) 5 49 B 3 > 2010 4E9 B
H 145 -
B EUER  (HIER AR ) » GBA O BUEE) » AIER - REWLFEL > 2000
FI1LH H172-173 -
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TR e R TP AR S SOk - A S A RRMEE - R
P - 3579 54 rational choice institutionalism )~ 11 €7 £ & 32 253854 ( sociological
institutionalism ) 1/ 52 & - 35554 (historical institutionalism ) « **3& = fEMIER1Y
LY AR S AR E - BEEMEEEGIE TR TEMAIE A (F R RS
WTANACES - FEET BRI EETT 54T - et A DR R BRI B AT R LB 8 &
GEIR o HEEERAHIRE E P ARAE RIS BT RV R T HHIERISRE
WA ARG EAAA - L EREE RS R SE s R EE - fEk
1l F F 5 P Gy FL i EL B PR R AR R T - S P B~ r b BRI F I Y5
b Rt BB b = R R BRI R (4 T BAE B AR AR IR -
DR BRSEIS ZIFF (R LR A8 S I s -

SR AIRLRESR
1990 4FE5E3HEE (Steinmo ) ~ Zfiy (Thelen) HFESREE (Longstreth) = A 3:[H]
4wfiE (Structuring Politics : Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis) —2
1% - FE 2 F FRRBAda R R IR AYEIRE (institutional dynamism ) By
878 (institutional change ) f)—TERFFE 7N« * R P F SRBRARAT L LML L
BREHVBIRERET I B8 - R RN BAE » (REQASIFT RS 2 5 & AR
SEIBIERE - ST S T SR B i o DABR A S A S LR Em il |

1. "gajz i 95 (path dependence )
LAY 38 2 N R 2 N H R EE AR BRI TR AV » e 2 FiE A R SR
& RFRBEIUMNFIENMERNEISERES > K IR SRR > W5
EHIENETRE - NIt > BRENZEEERERAESIRK 52 B

¥ Peter A. Hall, Rosemary C. R. Taylor. 1996. “Political Science and the Three New Institutionalism”,
Political studies, XLIV, 936-957.

VSRR (FERHIRE R T AT S S ) o (RIREETE) 5549 BB 3 201049 H
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*OGHEES - (GRS T FV R B ) - Gttt ERRIE) S 161> 20001 12 H 0 B
87 -
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5T A R 53 4 69 207 8 R 15t (branching tree model of sequential
development) » FERIIE 1S (- BUBT G301 AR 88 8 2 TR o S -
FIFLA > BIREI 38 G G — AR (X e L ) » TR 9 ] B (B SR
G - QRIS RGN DR I o SRR, T AT
BFH, (self-reinforcing sequences) ; ATSEAIREAHE R R 3 (EREE AU -
T 1 P 2 5 — R 8 SRR B R R B Y T I MERFST , (reactive

sequences ) ©

2. T & & @ ikek | (critical juncture)

FERIE S SEFIRIIEI T - 2O HIRE S S MERREEH B A PREK - 4551 (H
T FEAE R AE R b2 AR R Y - BB T B SRR |, (critical juncture) -
FAE B R IR By © AE(F LB R B A ey 3 m] DU
BREFHEREZR > MAREEEREVIRAERNGE > NAETREREEE
AR ST » i 55— (ERRAE - ¥ 15 S SR 48 4 » — TR IR 3
R NHIRE N A e M S AL A > HeAl < B " BB ) (endogenous motive ) ;
ST RAERIESIND » IR Ry MEFR BT S8 AR B Fh i o > .2 Bs" SMA2BhIA | (exogenous
motive ) o fE5e 01 B RS - HUEIA R B Se s MECE E RG]
T HERAVERSUEL (conjuncture) o PERFHIFEE A - REEZRZEE > FOEH
AT IR o

RIEARER - RS IS L E B SR W R FTR A UA E BIRRY - Bt &
DU R B R 2= R A 88 - H - ERAUBRERUR RIS » A HOE R S HY
ks - o3t s S BRI IN R BT A B FIRIR B (G - DUREIRIEEBRIRNA -

3% Krasner, Stephen D. 1984. “Approaches to the State: Alternative Conceptions and Historical
Dynamics.” Comparative Politics 16, 2: 240.

3 Mahoney, James. 2001. “Path-Dependent Explanations of Regime Change: Central America in
Comparative Perspective. “ Comparative International Development 36(1): 111-141.

WOEERR S (R HIE R T AT A ) - (RIREEAAST) 5549 BB 3 2010429 H
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87 -

14



( FEIRPEAAE BEA R4 - FrdlEem 2t ) (2004) » Hd 1A (GREHH
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Hrp HEIT R EGAS: - FIEERIREEE A 35 F - [BREIIHHIE £ UES
Wl EFAF BT R G AT AT 8 - L > AHH a8 R 2 R S il L 3 o iy
G AHAR - IR SRS HYERE - BE% Ry R B Z W TE SRR > W RB A
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B SHEEER A GHINEESRS > bR TSI ERE I > ATEd
BB 5 (religious market theory ) B AHET oM o SRFEMTESH AR
RANPIEHAEEERUE « WrzEse (Rodney Stark) » HERGRALHIZ T /NOFARE -
SRR Y - B B R B R B FE A G (secularization ) HYHES - fER%
SR E T OHEE ) FTORN T DHESRE T TS ) AR ERY S -
THAEBUARRIRE REINEERIZ 1% - —EE HNEEH SRR T - Atk —25KK
SRS R H g B S SR PR B E 2Ty an > PABIESR B0
HERSK - BEEAE 1987 SRS - BUGIRERR T ¥ IS5 s B R BN T
TERFH R GR © [N & SR BB B Ry oA BB BB ES - (1« 78T ~ BROR
s - B|RL.E - SRS NSRRI ER PTG - WA TR ERE
HEBTUREREGRE - NIt ARELURE SRR > HEERE g
1984 fF LU R RY L g% e M T 42 -

Rodney Stark B Roger Finke 585 » fE— (g F i e —(EmrEar sy
RZEHE © ARG - EBAR - ERDRATHRTT  HthERE L  —ERH
EHURTESRH E A BIZ PRy R R B - BEAE ~ [FEEITUK
T BT o PRI > AT I T A T s e T R T4

¥ Roger Finke and Rodney Stark. 1992. “The Churching of America: 1776-1990: Winners and Losers in
Our Religious Economy . New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, p. 17.
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[l )+ B, ~ S 0y (GIARERYEE it T 5 P AR B — A OB GrBE Z 5aT )
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THGEIRRRIERS ) TS - ST (BEEUGRAVS RIS  WAEZURBUGHRIEE)
AEREA ~ BREE - (IR (AR L R B EaRE R E) | SR - BERD
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s MBS 32 B o ViR AR SS e BB
P4 FS HYEm L > S AT E Ry REECSTRREER] - BRIt 24 - AEWNEEEMH T2 (&
LA EEN) - EEEEEerY (S HEAERH) - (BAEfewE®R) F &
H] 23 A AT NS -

’%“4.
=

NS

7 ohsm

X

— &M S » #i%% (observational method ) /3 & 2L #A 1RV E BAHR T BAE
HAESE PR EHTTERINRERE - BIZZE AR A (insider) BiF4M A (outsider )
257 o RN BB EZT R Ll 225 - MIESRani - asEss > e

P 7K (HEEEVEOR AL s A2 2 SRR —— SRS R (AR ) © Bty (KIEFE
(bR B 5 B v 2 oy ARV ELIBHSE ) - AREIEY ( BREELA T [ - B K $e - FHAE B
BAELEE SR ) BIRKEE - RERN (EIRENRUEE ) © REIHN (HRAREE © PEZgEE
FHRAA B ERREERER — DL S S S it s 8o i@ &) A h OIS ER ) R ~ BN (R
A B E Z SURR B HEE SR ATT ) <

2013 4 § LTI T B -L LR | BT & - BT A B
XE 1SR BE e BRERAY (R T REE ) B TEE ) —FLETT s B A AR
LR ) - sRHE - IR (R RURIZF S EIERST T A ) Dongsheng John Wu
Y ( Watchman Nee on Revelation: Gnosticism or Divine Illumination Tradition? ) ; 7k &4 ~ HEFHT ~
sREEEN (BUAS B R G HE—GEM AR E RGeS R 2 BZEIyiR ) 208 (PEE
B TACH SRR CINEERFRR) WH9E) 5 MREERAY (EATE e A\ A KRR R &—EH{5H
MR CNEESFE) BUSC(BREE ) » sRIAM (A HEMEMRER —DL (BEERE) B -
s UNEERFIR) ) - B0 -~ JETER - BOEREE - SIEMmOY (N4 dll S & g B g R
ZEE R (EIEMEREEEgRENERFER)  FEY ~ Biafr - BEVN (KL
(EIREERA LA E A T BUEYNMERE ) MHSER (“|RVER B | RiEHiitE N
BEETATL AR ) A (RLAESE Fag BN —1949 % 1951 FERIRIBIARSRITITE )
B —Wny (EAREE“[E T A A B B R E RS S s —— AN s s a5 22 ) SAgis -
FFEN CEGRERFFIRESE REARAEEW)  Fh2EM] - sREGRAT (P EXE &
DUAEABEER R o0 ) -
2013 4F 11 BIERESR T DERARA BB EIE , BT g - Bt 5 @ SRR
BTk RENECE - BEY (BOEER S T B L e R R THATES & ~ BRI
HVEE ) ¢ sRHEAY (HPEIA L e bR s ER——EEERMIVE ) - BI00 (g
EFEA L EER—DL CNEEFIR) BB Bokd: ~ ZEIT - RS EN (BUES BB R g #
fEE--- G AV g BB R PR ) LR  BERWY (AEERgE 2 AT BITEN
fEthr——— (B FAEIEL) © Arvaiy (prEE BN EEEEGEIER) » Bl—WH (BRE2EH
By ey g zEs)leR” ) -
2013 4 12 AEZIL8 T T IR BIA L ABE L 2 &R | Biitetg - BT & gHERN
A 10 B Rl BHOE - BFEWN (K4 - tiE - AER ) BR/NERY GHET TOE
EfGiiREE TSRS | BRET) s BREDSHY (AR R B LR RN BN E 2 LR ) ¢ BIE L
EAEEY (bR 2 R AIPIER ) » BIEAE AN (RN =—E )  sRiE - FI50
(FEem{Ar s T 1S B iy | 2B 2iEi (Hg A BAEFgTEEER L)
REF -~ BIREERY (7 (AEREW) SKE RSB ERR 6 ) PhaaEny (FRFE T#5
»ng  BETZENER) REEN (2ERE S E I - EEEEHE RE) -
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J R R B — MO SR, > DR BRI —F &k - VAT (ERRERA
FERTZE ERYPRGI - ] R sRE L R E A S T S E A T E A e - BT
RN AEBINAFTL A ER > gl SEE PR ERE S > THEH
EESNFAA B HGE A R RIINEF

ARG EE REIL T A Ry 2 E T (BIeRE TeEE A ) - EES 0
BEAEEE - I EE SRR > P E NS RIS T H A
BB LR > TR E M E RIS AN TS - s 22 B
ZHEHEE) - NIL > Wt B EREC 2281 (complete participant) ° FHRHEHHES
HERE o NIt A A B R R R -

EERAGHIREGAE Ea &y /8 F - HESH A gASHIEE
BREEREE - BEFG  NFRE - ResUERE g  EERgE - BERE
FrAREERS AT B i 28 » RERESHERVER R R B & B BUhEhE Ry (Bt
FeESBUHREERE 2001 FilieS) - H_FBNETIES - it T
# -~ 2ERERG  2ERTIIGRERS - 2ILTRERGE (FIRENSH
SHRETETE 2008 iz 5 ) o B EEERET2ZESHAVRE - F1L > H
N—FF GBS EE « BN ZER A GEHE DS E - FHEORIE SN A
WEREEANEH > BGPTSR - R EREEILHEEn
EREL - S-S RS E A T 2B TEER (SRR 2RI

AWtFe2 BRI #RR) -

RS EHRZEREEH 1984 LK » 5E 8B E 2 N ERE_EATEREL
WY E BRI > TS T ARR T b Bl & 2 AHRBE SCRRECE N ERE R 2 A o A ERELSE
FE5h38(in-depth interviewing) 2 7T By o ARHSE LSRRGS (semi-structured

B (BUaE T ER) (Zdh  ZRER > 1989 ) H 136 ¢
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interview ) {F % FEFHSHAY - GHfl=(a/5E (structured interview ) ZE5 s E 41
o 2 EE o DI s BN A REE R AT IR RN IR
#75€ (unstructured interview ) SEARIFILIELFRHIE » DBV T =UEITELEE - 2F
GEFERHIEE AN AT B 2 ] > Ao e A M B A A TR (BOR4 )
(BAE BT IR kb TS L RS - DU R BE sl 9 R TRAR B ot -
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R FE M EILTT A G A i 1984 FLI A G sl » HELEE
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FfskP ~ Fsk 7 BhakECsk)

P OMREE - BRI - BRSELL 0 CEMERSC L ¢ S B R B T ) o (B0 FERESE ) & 3
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