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Abstract

This article attempts to examine the development of relations between Russia
and Georgia in the Putin era (2000-2012).When facing internal and external
environmental change, how did Russia adjust their foreign policy to consolidate their
national interests and prestige? During Putin’s regime, how are relations between
Russia and Georgia? What are the main factors affect the development of bilateral
relations? Through literatures review, the results show that the bilateral relations are
deteriorating during Putin’s era. Georgia’s new regime, Georgia’s desire to join NATO,
Georgia-U.S cooperation under Saakashvili’s government, and the five-day war are

the decisive factors that affect the development of bilateral relations.

This paper argues that even if Russia used energy resource and economic means
to exert influence in Georgia, Russia failed to resolve the Georgian internal ethnic
problem. Thus, this results in Georgia’s pro-Western policy. Although diplomatic
relations between Russia and Georgia were terminated, the related research data still
shows Georgian residents believed that the development of economic and political

relations between Russia and Georgia are very important.

Keywords : Russia; Georgia; Putin; Russia-Georgia relations
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Country Matural gas (%) Crude oil (%)
Ukraine 56 20
Belarus 100 91
Lithuania 100 54
Latvia 100 None*
Estonia 100 None*
Moldova 100 MNone*
Georgia 27 B2
Armenia 0 MNone*
Azerbaijan 0 14
Turkmenistan 0 16
Uzbekistan 0 535
Tajikistan 0 MNoneg*
Kyrgyzsian 0 MNone*
Kazakhstan 0 0
Sowrce: PlanEcon, LS. News and World Report, 12 July 1998,

“These countries have no oil refineries and import their oil.

T4 k&R : Brent Griffith, “Back Yard Politics: Russia’s Foreign Policy Toward the Caspian
Basin”Demokratizatsiya, Vol:6 No. 2 (1998) , p.443.
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