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REERH: RICIRBXEFPHAY

Presenting and Symbolizing: On Gifts Mentioned in
Dunhuang Telling and Singing Literature

Yang Mingzhang

Abstract; Compared with those literature written for public reading, the unique charac-
teristics of gift-giving in Dunhuang telling and singing literature of which the primary audience
is the listener instead of reader may catch sight of us, that is, the narrative of gift— giving
was created or adapted 'mostly by tellers and let them be the core of the story, the narrative
nodes, or nodes of part of the plot. At the same titne, the narrative would be helpful to the
characters and the intention, Furthermore, the description of the giving process had a sym-
bolic meaning, :

Key words: symbol; gift; telling and singing literature; narrative
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