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Reconstruction of Confucian Philosophy: a Contemporary Neo-Xunism’s Approach
LIU You-Ming

(Department of Chinese Literature, Chengchi University, Taibei 330003, China)

Abstract: The article aims to use Contemporary Neo-Xunism to reconstruct Confucian philosophy while Mencianism
has been the main approach to it in the contemporary context. In fact, although often misinterpreted, Xunzi’'s essential
philosophy tends to correspond with the psychological tendencies of the general public. Moreover, Xunism has
developed subtly over time and then forms Naturalistic Qi philosophy in Ming and Qing Dynasty with Daizhen
(1724-1777) as the leading thinker of the school. Based on such tradition, the Confucian philosophy can be described as:
1. Principle (Li) is inherent in Qi, on which it is based; 2. Principle (Li) is inherent in desires, as the endowment of
material force, human nature, mind and body achieve unity; 3. Principle (Li) is inherent in phenomena, as the
primordial force, nature, human life, society, and human history achieve unity. It was concluded that compared to the
tradition of Mencianism, that of Xunism is more instrumental in modern Chinese peopl€e's spiritual devel opment,
construction of knowledge, i mplementation of democracy, and economic growth.

Key words: confucian philosophy; Qi philosophy; naturalistic Qi-based philosophy; contemporary neo-confucianism;
contemporary heo-xunism
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