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Gift and Hospitality in Benjamin Franklin’s
“Remarks Concerning the Savages of
North America”: A Perspective on

Cultural Colonialism
Chien-chi Liu~

Abstract

Benjamin Franklin’s “Remarks Concerning the Savages of North
America” addresses an issue of cultural colonialism through the metaphor of
the “gift” and the concept of “hospitality”: Who on earth are “savage” people?
Native American Indians or Europeans? Franklin voices concern over the
stereotypes of Native Americans under European cultural colonization,
drawing upon Indian gift-exchange and hospitality to deconstruct the nega-
tive stereotypes surrounding Native American cultures.

Firstly, this paper aims to examine how Franklin embeds the metaphor
of the “gift” in the issue of cultural colonialism to criticize white Europeans’
attempt to efface the cultural differences between Europeans and Native
Americans. Secondly, this paper probes how Franklin highlights the civility

of American Indians through their “unconditional” hospitality.

Keywords: gift, hospitality, exchange, noble savage, cultural colonization

* Professor of English, Shih Hsin University.
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