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Abstract

“Unmarried pregnant adolescents” has become one of the important social issues
in Taiwan. When most adolescent girls were found pregnant, they are facing a series
of choices, they need consider whether to give birth, whether to keep and raise the
baby, as well as the option to leave the baby to child support or foster care. However,
when adolescent girls choose to keep and raise the babies, a majority of them are
facing financial stress and the pressure of parenting. Thus their education can no

longer sustained.

In this qualitative research, we use in-depth interviews in order to understand the
following aspects. First, when adolescent mothers choose to keep and raise the baby,
what their campus lives are going to be like when they return to school. Second, to
explore the factors of adolescent mothers’ re-enrolling, as well as the adaptation for
continuing their education. Third, the counseling service content provided by the
school counseling system. This study finally interviewed nine adolescent mothers, and

the findings are as followed:

1. The factors for adolescent mothers to re-enroll include main factors and
enabling factors. The main factors are teenage mothers’ personal desire to
complete their studies. As for the enabling factors, there are a total of four
prospects, including: "family factors", "school factors", "social factors™ and
"other factors." In addition to this, re-enrolling factors for teenage mothers are
related to their roles in parenting and marital status (life experiences).

2. The campus life these adolescent mothers experiences during pregnancy, are
related to the physical environment, as well as teachers and peers’ attitudes. In
the aspect of “Re-enrolling Adaptation, these girls are facing “learning
adaptation” and "interpersonal adaptation”. Teenage mothers’ re-enrolling
adaptation is related to their life experiences. Besides, with different school
climate, teachers’ and peers’ attitudes, these influences can also affect teenage
girls’ adaptations.

3. Teenage mothers’ enrolling school counseling service, includes two parts; the
pregnancy part and the re-enrolling part. Pregnancy counseling services are
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divided into “school support measures”, “individual counseling” and *“joint
\"



counselling with significant others”. Counselling service after their returns to
school is related to school measures and the teenage mother’s willingness to
accept counselling service. And these aspects would also affect the service

content these adolescent mothers receive.

The study results confirmed that, the reason for adolescent mothers to have a
stable re-enrolling are related to their different life experiences, different school
histories, coupled with the different school climates and regulations. Thus teenage
girls’ adaptation issue is individualized. Their choices for attending school includes,
distance from home to school, the length of school time, and a more tolerant school
regulations. Beside, with the school offering accommodating standards, counseling
services and also with family support; these are the key for adolescent mothers to
re-enroll. The researcher has made the recommendations above, both in practical

practice and academic fields, based on this research.

Keywords: teenage pregnancy, adolescent mothers, re-enrolling experience,

qualitative research
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