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The Intertextuality of Proletarian Literature during the
Japanese Occupation: On Hayama Yoshiki’s “The
Prostitute” (Inbaifu), Lang-shi-sheng’s “Darkness” (Yami)

and Chang Wo-chun’s Chinese Version of “The Prostitute”.

Lo Shih-yun
Graduate Student, Ph. D Program, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese
literature, National Cheng-chi University

Abstract

During the Taisho period, Japanese literature gradually turned into a literary trend
of the proletarian Literature, in the meantime the socialist movement in Taiwan has
reached germinated stage, the experimental implementation of literary realism in the
early 1930s. Observing Japanese literature and Taiwanese literature in the 1930s, the
most similar parts is that the proletarian becoming the focus of the writing and the
antagonism between the proletariat and the capitalist as subject matter. Focusing on
the Taiwanese writer Lang-shi-sheng’s “Darkness”(1935) and the Japanese proletarian
writer Hayama Yoshiki’s “The Prostitute”(1925), this paper will examine the
intertextuality of proletarian literature among Japan and Taiwan. These two stories
both set in the developed capital metropolitan areas for the stages, a prostitute and a
worker as the main characters, in order to construct the social solidarity of working
class. Besides, the Chinese versions of “The Prostitute” had also been published one
after another in the 1930s China, which could be seen a vital cultural significance:
there was an influence of proletarian literature overall in East Asia including Japan,
China and Taiwan. Therefore, the later part in this paper will pay attention on Chang
Wo-chun’s Chinese version of “The Prostitute” to shed light on the evolvement of

proletarian literature in the 1930s to see the inter-cultural and intertextual context
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among Japan, China and Taiwan.
Keywords: proletarian literature Hayama Yoshiki “The Prostitute” Lang-shi-sheng

“Darkness” Chang Wo-chun
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