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Truku Battle was not only a war to against Japanese colonization, but it was also
a war to protect traditional values among Truku people from destroying by foreign
intruders. Truku people’s value of life is built upon relational worldview, which
believes that humans are not separate from nature and the supernatural. In Truku
people’s traditional belief, men have to bravely protect their traditional lands, and
women have to be skilled at weaving so that their spirits can be reunited with their
ancestors in the afterlife. During Japanese colonial era, similar to the concepts of
Orientalism, Japanese government only focuses on how to expand their ruling power
through politics and economics without truly trying to understand and respect Truku
people’s traditions and cultures. Since Japanese government did not treat indigenous
peoples properly and was incapable of governing indigenous peoples effectively,
indigenous peoples initiated several events against Japanese colonial government,
including Wili Event.
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