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Abstract

Brainstorming is a common meeting type in media agencies in order to collect
ideas qualitatively and quantitatively in a short time. However, there are usually only
a few participants dominating the meeting, impeding the process of brainstorming.
Language is the most important tool for brainstorming process, and there is power

relationship due to society structure.

Through conversation analysis and critical discourse analysis, this thesis takes
conversation records of brainstorming of a media agency as study materials, analyzes

dialogues of brainstorming, and structure and change of power.

First of all, the role of the facilitator is significant and competent, he dominates
the brainstorming process and progress. Second, past work experience of participants
matters. Third, ideas come from expression, guidance, and extension. Fourth, the
facilitator utilizes ideology to show his power. Fifth, participants disrupt others to
secure ideas or ensure everyone gets equal amount of information. Sixth, participants
can relax a tense atmosphere with humorous jokes. Seventh, power is shown when
encouragements or denials occur. Eighth, to own power, one needs clear interpretation.
Lastly, a person strengthens power by elaborating on others’ ideas or persuading

others.

Keywords: brainstorming, power, conversation analysis, critical discourse analysis
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