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A Proposal of Non-predict Adjectives in
Japanese by the Point of View from Chinese
Focusing on Two-Word KANGO

YEH Pingchieh”
Abstract

In Japanese Linguistics, adjectives are morphologically classified into
two groups: I-Adjectives(\\ B4 7)) and NA-Adjectives(78 % % 7). This
paper proposes that some lexemes in KANGO such as SENMEN(¥E i) and
GOGAN(GE /=) can be regarded as adjectives by viewing their syntactical
function. This group of KANGO lexemes morphologically and sometimes
semantically looks like SAHEN(# 2 )-Verb. However, it cannot be used as
verbal predicate. It is used as modifier such as SENMENDAI(¥: i &) and
SENMENTJO(¥E 1 Fr). In some Japanese dictionaries, it is not categorized as
verb or adjective, and thus we consider this group of KANGO lexemes 1s not
correctly classified. In this paper, I suggest that it can be classified into
non-predicate adjective but not pre-noun adjective in Japanese. Also, we
focus on its nonoccurrence of semantic extension and illustrate its

word-formation by proposing a schema.

Keywords: non-predicate adjective, KANGO, pre-noun adjective,

motivation, schema

" Graduate School, Tohoku University
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