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Abstract

After the end of World War I, SNTV-MMD system (single non-transferable vote with multi-
member district system) was adopted by the Lower House in Japan since 1947. However, the
electoral system of Lower House has been adapted after the Japanese general election in 1993. The
Liberal Democratic Party, generally abbreviated to “LLDP,” has been the ruling party of Japan since
it was founded in 1955, but the LDP lost its overall majority after the Japanese general election
in1993. A coalition government was created by seven opposition political parties, and Morihiro
Hosokawa, the leader of Japan New Party, was elected prime minister. Hosokawa promoted
electoral reform, he adapted the electoral system of Lower House for single member district with
proportional representation system, because he promised to eradicate the plutocracy in Japan. The
new electoral system causes several conditions, including the major parties are superiors in election,
but it’s difficult for them to win the majority seats in Lower House. Besides, it’s difficult for the
minor parties to win the seats in single member district, but there is an opportunity for them to win
seats in proportional representation. Those conditions cause that Japanese political parties form
coalition government become normality. Therefore, the electoral reform and the forming of
coalition government are complementarity in the 1990s.

In this research, the coalition governments in the 1990s are divided into two groups by the
executing of single member district with proportional representation system in Japanese general
election of 1996. The Hosokawa government and the Murayama government are defined as “the
coalition governments before the executing of new electoral system.” The Hashimoto government,
the Obuchi government and the Mori government are defined as “the coalition governments after
the executing of new electoral system.” Those two group are contrasted with each other from the
scale of political parties, the ideology, the stability of political parties, and executing of the Political
Funds Control Law.

There four major findings in this research. The first one is the coalition governments after the
executing of new electoral system are formed by one major party and two minor parties. The second
one is even the coalition governments after the executing of new electoral system are leading by the
right-wing parties, the ideology of them is multivariate. The third one is electoral reform causes the
party realignment and the Japanese political party system become one unstable major party or two
major parties with several minor parties. The last one is the leader of Japanese election is turning to
the parties from factions, because the new electoral system and the Aamendment to the Political
Funds Control Law are executed.

Keywords: Electoral Reform, Japanese Coalition Government, the 1990s.
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