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There has been a time in the development of modern
Chinese historiography that scholars looked for a
wide range of source materials whereas ignored the
twenty-five (official) histories. While

the ’ newfangled” scholars searched for different
sorts of materials, the ° conservative’ historians
stayed in the castle of traditional sources.
Nevertheless, L&uuml ; Simian is a conservative.
According to what has been known, he read through the
twenty-five officials histories a few times, and
wrote dynastic and general histories based on those
materials. His major writings are textbook-like
works. However, reviews on college teachers’
academic works required those of monographs or
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papers, not textbooks. Consequently, those dynastic
and general textbooks and reading notes he wrote did
not fit the requirements.

L&uuml ; 1is productive. He wrote more than ten
million words in Chinese dynastic and general
histories. His had outstanding viewpoints in the
study of Chinese Classics, etymology, and literature.
His approach emphasized analyses and classifying of
materials. He was good at synthesizing, achieving
mastery through a comprehensive study of the subject.
Compared to his colleagues who focused on special
topics, he did not keep pace with them. Even though
he endeavored to collecting materials from
traditional sources, and introduced new ideas and
methods from the West, it is not hard to understand
that he was thought little of by contemporaries.

This project will discusses L&uuml ; Simian’ s works,
including his writing on dynastic and general
histories, monographs, papers and study notes. I
shall try to analyze the implications of his works,
so as to real his achievements and limits in history.

L&uuml ; Simian, dynastic histories, general
histories, academic trends, modern Chinese
historiography
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The Novel and Conservative Aspects of Lii Simian’s
Historiography 1/2

Abstract

There has been a time in the development of modern Chinese historiography that scholars
looked for a wide range of source materials whereas ignored the twenty-five (official) histories.
While the “newfangled” scholars searched for different sorts of materials, the “conservative”
historians stayed in the castle of traditional sources. Nevertheless, LU Simian is a conservative.
According to what has been known, he read through the twenty-five officials histories a few times,
and wrote dynastic and general histories based on those materials. His major writings are
textbook-like works. However, reviews on college teachers’ academic works required those of
monographs or papers, not textbooks. Consequently, those dynastic and general textbooks and
reading notes he wrote did not fit the requirements.

L{ is productive. He wrote more than ten million words in Chinese dynastic and general
histories. His had outstanding viewpoints in the study of Chinese Classics, etymology, and
literature. His approach emphasized analyses and classifying of materials. He was good at
synthesizing, achieving mastery through a comprehensive study of the subject. Compared to his
colleagues who focused on special topics, he did not keep pace with them. Even though he
endeavored to collecting materials from traditional sources, and introduced new ideas and methods
from the West, it is not hard to understand that he was thought little of by contemporaries.

This article will discusses Lii Simian’s works, including his writing on dynastic and general
histories, monographs, papers and study notes. | shall try to analyze the implications of his works,

so as to real his achievements and limits in history.
Key Word

Li Simian, dynastic histories, general histories, academic trends, modern Chinese historiography
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