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ERE e
Language and Indigenous Development: Experience from Austronesian Taiwan
Panel Organizer: Da-Wei Kuan (Daya)

Panel Description:

Developmentalism was a set of powerful concepts, principles and practices in 20th century that
often led to the states' policies of cultural assimilation and resource exploitation in the indigenous
societies. Recently, new paradigm of indigenous development seeking for the "development with
identity and dignity" gradually rises within the efforts of grassroots practices and theoretical
revisions. Aiming to reveal the relations between language and the development of indigenous
societies in contemporary Austronesian Taiwan, this panel presents four examples respectively
show the important role of indigenous language for health protection, environment conservation and
education in the metropolis as well as in the tribal collage. By elaborating these examples, this
panel shows the efforts have been made by the Taiwan indigenous communities, and also seek for
further connection with the Austronesian family.
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