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From individual trauma to collective memory

——the derivation and connotation between

the fictions and plays of “Oranges turn red”

Yi-Wen Chuang
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature

National Central University

Abstract

The rewrite of the fiction and the reproduction of plays of “Oranges turn red”
were very complicated and represented the significance of the era. The goal of this
thesis is to analyze the transaction through tracing original data. Chi-Chun, the
writer of “Oranges turn red”, was known for her gentle and honest non-fiction
writing. In order to embody the unspeakable true experiences from her complex
family background though, Chi-Chun chose the form of fiction to express herself.
“Oranges turn red” along with Chi-Chun’s early creations such as “A-Yu” and
“Li-Re” were all based on her own experience and were written to express her
personal experiences and the myth of her life. Chi-Chun performed self-treatment
and rescue via repeated writings, and created an ambiguous space between reality
and fiction that let play-writers’ imagination to be able to fully expressed thus
created new texts with different endings.

Through the re-creation from different playwrights and writers, “Oranges turn
red” was changed from gentle and composed fiction into valiant radio shows,
movies, and radical TV dramas. The personal trauma of Chi-Chun was then
re-annotated by female creators with various social backgrounds, which eventually

lead to the national memory and became the standard in examine the development
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of social consciousness.

KEY WORDS : Chi-chun “Oranges turn red” Chu,bai-shui Wu,meng-chiao,
Li,shao-hung radio show film script TV drama rewrite

adaptation
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