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Semantic Structure of Pai Hsien-yung’s

Short-stories

Tana DluhoSova

PhD candidate, Institute of Far Eastern Studies, Charles University, Prague

Abstract

The article focuses on distribution and usage of allusions in Pai Hsien-yung
literary writing. It observes that the allusions’ source texts originate in those
cultural backgrounds, where the particular short-stories take place (the American or
Chinese cultural background). Such allusions distribution seems to be intentional
and allusions help to construct the meaning on different semantic levels: the level of
characters (the lowest semantic level), the level of short-story, and cycle. The
article also observes that the constructed meaning and short-stories rooted both
cultural backgrounds has cyclic character, and thus a short-stories dialog occurs.
From this point of view, the meaning of last two short-stories, “Danny Boy” and
“Tea for Two”, differ in comparison to previous short-stories. The article, deriving
from the Homi Bhabha’s conception of “the third space of enunciation”, believes
that Pai Hsien-yung while using the same literary techniques builds a “hybrid
background”, where all answers to the questions and dichotomies occurring in

previous works can be found.

Key words: Pai Hsien-yung, semantic levels, allusion, diangu, “the third space of

enunciation”
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27 T.S. Eliot: “Waste Land*:
April is the cruelest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain.
Winter kept us warm, covering
Earth in forgetful snow,... (Eliot 1972, 5)
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' g4 P (Danny Boy ) A A (P B E =+ A% 4 (2001 £ 12 A ) H 211-224 -



120 (&HXELHR) Ftmm

K WERFETHRE » 55— R HBAE/NRIGETE > - (5 TS SR8
BRI R - BNt E B NERIVE & - R AIDS B [E R
LR

2R VR FE E R R E R eI R fR o S e R ANBAETE
WHHE AL - H R FGEE B A HFRNEE - /N EAE AR
Danny O’Donnell FJEH{% » SEARAZE AMIRATR - {HZ Danny FY56 {52 5
H C RS Aay A - GRS ME2 B L - th2E AV -

FBE=R o BoRth 2B NGERE ERTEKAVRE o BUE IS E
APy /NSRRI EE - A A A EA A - E R H MRS AIDS
g AR e o SEAGREICEREY (BEREA) (Ave Maria) ~ {3 Bil 52 EF YR
1~ F1Z8oit & (majority ) Ed/D8iit & (minority ) HYZKFEAREESK » MAEE
2B i T A5 HE AE F 56 B/ NI SR B N BRI RIRE RS RS -

(Tea for Two) WS RINYIFESCARLE RSB R - 355 R/ NI R
fiZ A% » Tony Ed David - FIRAFIAY TSGR - 38 & R BLE R E A P RIRF HI B -
FEL R T - 58 T - Wl A B AT S R E R - SE E A E R
HEFEE - R BABEREENRES - /N - Tony B David £ fil 19 £ 88 -
HLAG R PERR RIS SE R T 5E o BT DL— it & B MRV RIPE R E AR A AR
AL - SER - EDARBIRE RN - BOR R i S Ao i U fa fEa(E
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3|

2Ok E S G (92 RIE) (EIT AR AR © 2004 ) -

3T And if you come, when all the flowers are dying / And I am dead, as dead I well may be /
You’ll come and find the place where I am lying / And kneel and say an "Ave" there for me. |

¥ R THERLTAEKES Mt E A RE T A - Tony 1 David % 2 o145 4%
AL R 0 F AR o
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PO~ FTE/J)\aRIEE LRV e/ \ER AV $IEE 1

R B UL 5 S A B/ N AR R R R E AR IR 2 - 1
H5E3E/ Ntz » (Danny Boy) H1 (Tea for Two) {ifREZEHMAL - 7 L E)E
T+ AR R /N FT BT A RE R E B AA L« 20t e (majority ) BVt
& (minority ) FY¥H17 < ERIFR/NRA - RIESHICRNEMET » FiLUEMRE
/NN B EUR RT3 RN - /NREERIRI P RE R T IR A - — iR
AKE - HEBEIER/NSY R RGYEEE G - BRI/ NER L EL T AR
LRSI ) (EAEA) #ILEL T A A SRR A SR $7 5 DISEEI Ry
T A/ NG AR B B S B AT 7 SABRY#EIT 13 Danny Boy )HI{ Tea for Two )
B[R AR ORI 1 HE SRR ST o BESRIE S RN A — AR R - 5
RHE LEELRDtE (minority) FIZ it & (majority) FI¥IT - 5SS
T 49 7% P R SR BB/ NG ME— 9 K 2R B2 - FSR B e/ NG Pl
R RO FEDE MERAS SR+ 3B 28/ R FARUERY ~ ICEEBOEIRAYAS R - BER

(Tea for Two)y Ry HIETHE AIDS W AE I TRy T BES R, (HEL SR
ZHTHY/NRAHE - 3E R/ INRBU RS R 27 — i & - Tony B David i@t DI%% »
filf] T, ANEBREES - T HERN A GEEEFERENKE -

Tony Ed David » J& F{E AP R AR - TEE A AR " A5G 5 78
BRI TR o b B IR TR TIPS S BRERA |
15 H 56 5B AR /NG » 3G LERB R TR T - IF & H e B LRI I/
At TIRZME - EE (Danny Boy) #lI (Tea for Two) idmika/ N4 #5T
T35 e R - (Tea for Two) Y5 3K » Tony Bl David ({4
) s TUE g E L ETAIIER - B - PTE e BN EE TS
Y~ ASUERIAE -

Foft 1% (Danny Boy) F1 ( Tea for Two) 7& ¥R S THIAPER— 2 HEHE/N
AR E R AR BN 2 Wit & (majority) B8t & (minority ) HYHIL -
FEiE il —JCHEL. 2 (binary opposition) » A Bt & AE A MERS ~ SCIEAE 5
MM EE R - FHNRA DB (minority ) ML HOHRE (majority) T
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e - REZIEMFEE (negative definition of identity ) 5 {HiZ/ NI IR FY
[F] AR HE R - 32 BT - B DURG /N B » AP 38 ) E M8 2 Je R R HE SR
i HAE T H O E - iaREa - JEF o RIS o DR
HERY E IR FGE - BHBCT BT - SRR R T G R S B Y BQE R
TRE -

B (Homi K. Bhabha) 3 A8 2 70 3L AL 22 [ T RIS » 0 HEE 5 11 S8
)~ fe SRR AR T A AR B UG S R T S8 =22, (the third space of
enunciation ) >« $ LAY B - FESEMEZEROHE - BRI SCL AR E & B 5 B
SALFRIR] - BB S(b R — e EaT - MABLEA FENEE S RN (hybridity) -
35 EE R MR RO 22 SR RS B i & R BUA TR P AR - R B0 & A8
PR RN 2 Bt ny i -

(Danny Boy) FlI { Tea for Two ) Firfii%s A8y  [A] R0y tH i th 2 S&ar
(1 - B H OB © S BRI - BEDIRT0/NRFER - RFIERD
LSV ET R E SR o S S E R (a5~ EEADETE - S
FUR BB (exclusive) - MAEEM (inclusive) -

h - iEER

158 53 5 P IR B R AE A LB PSSR IR R R SO + DUSER R i SR/
At U IR P G S ERY AL 5 TiAE B S A/ Nt R - AT A R R AR i
FAFRSCryEESE - B A (CZAEA) AT IR B S A OO R E - 58
fERREREERIR - ERAE/ NS R IR AU D RE - SRR (ZAEA) B/
AL > (e Bl th B O RRGE ST A —E REFR R T T §
7 ELF HH/NE A S D RE R R IR » AiTER Y T 5 B I S P I ) AN EEAE R T -
AR ST T 5 FATIHE 2530 - SRYIAY TR 1 B A 2 B NP e i -
ATy PR FR Y o ] e S B L - bt 2 B i NASEHELAYY T R TSR o

o

3 B T % = 2 m | (the third space of enunciation) — 3% & & 413 » 3% % A Bhabha, Homi
K. “ Postcolonial Authority and Postmodern Guilt.” In Grossberg, Lawrence — Nelson, Cary.
(ed.) Cultural studies. New York a London: Routledge, 1992.
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[FIBE > AEDASE B R T S/ NG AR - FH P 5 SCAR Y I 7 B B A A S 1 R
&g T © 3SR 2 K 40 i A 2 R T R AR P TP JE 5 ANt - AE (Tea for
Two) Fll (Danny Boy) » F|FIE/ <& BIER —FHH - HH CEENEEN
HEAEVERIZEN - RERTRE - 822 MREF IR Uk 1 56 BB AT /Nat e 12 A 81
fatk - RAERRIIRL & 4 REfe B2 Bl 2 BOFae V- 5F -
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