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The Reasons for the Mongolian Independence 

Movement of 191 1 

ABSTRACT 

At the end of 191 1, the Mongols in Urga proclaimed their independence from China 

and established the Great Mongol State. Thanks to efforts of the Mongols of different 

regions, this new country had lasted for more than three years until its independent status 

was downgraded to autonomy by the tripartite agreement of June 1915, signed by China, 

Russia, and Mongolia in Kyakhta. The Independence movement thus failed. 

Why did the Mongols decide to seek independence and establish a state of their own 

after having been Manchu subjects for 220 years? The reasons for this independence 

movement are very complicated. The author divides them into three categories: remote 

causes, immediate causes, and ultimate causes. The remote causes comprise the economic 

collapse and the incapability of Manchu officials in Mongolia. The immediate causes 

comprise the change of Manchu policy in Mongolia in late Qing period and the 

maladministration of Sando and Tang Zai-li. The ultimate cause for the independence 

movement is the fall of the Manchu empire. 

This paper also discusses the role of Russia in this movement, and provides evidences 

of previous Mongolian resistances and independence attempts to prove that the Mongolian 

independence movement of 191 1 was not a separate event, but the explosion of the 

accumulation of grievance. Of all the causes, the economic collapse, the change of Manchu 

policy toward Mongolia, and the fall of the Manchu empire are primary causes that 

concerned major environmental changes, and the role of Russia and personal experiences of 
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