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The Word Structure And Meaning Of
“Yan” In Chinese Buddhist Texts

Chu, Chia-Ning"

[Abstract]

In modern Chinese, the morpheme “yan” means ‘serious; strict; grave’, but it is very different in
word structure and meaning in Ancient Chinese. These differences reflected in the language of Chinese
Buddhist Texts. In this paper, we will find out how many usages in the Ancient period of the
morpheme ‘yan’, and what is its core meaning, we also want to know how it organizes a compound

word, its structure rules, etc.

Keywords: lexicology, language of Buddhist texts, ancient Chinese, morphology, meaning of word
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