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The Study of the Nucleus of the Japanese
Administration Reform—Consolidation

of Prime Minister's Leadership

Ming-shan Wu

Associate Professor
Dept. of Mass Communication
I-SHOU University

Abstract

To build an efficient and active government, most democracies are
practicing administration reform for their necessities and inevitabilities.
Comparing with the  democracies which reformed since 1980s, Japan is
the most absorbing one that makes use of administration reform as a way of
consolidation of prime minister's leadership.

The current researches are focused on these three dimensions: first, the
trend of “small government” from the neo-liberalism perspective; second, the
effect of agencies reducing; third, the strengthening of the prime minister’s
assistant institutions. However, there are few concerns involved in the subject
of the consolidation of prime minister's leadership and how it relates to
Japan’s administration reform.

Hashimoto cabinet treated the consolidation of prime minister and his
cabinet as a primary task of the administration reform and as a way to
advance prime minister's leadership. This study will analyze why and how
Japanese prime minister evolved since the administration reform was

implemented.

Keywords: administration reform; neo-liberalism; small government; new

institutionalism; Hashimoto cabinet
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