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5@  Robert Elgie, Semi-Presidentialism in Europe ( New York: Oxford University Press, 1999 ),p. 20.
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2B Robert Elgie, “Semi-Presidentialism: An Increasingly Common Constitutional Choice,” paper presented at
the Conference on Semi-Presidentialism and Democracy: Institutional Choice, Performance, and Evolution,

Institute of Political Science, Academia Sinica (2008a), p. 2.
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Dynamics ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 18~27.
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236D Gianfranco Pasquino, “Duverger and the Study of Semi-Presidentialism,” French Politics, No. 3 (2005),
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213D Robert Elgie, “Semi-Presidentialism: An Increasingly Common Constitutional Choice,” p. 13.

250  Robert Elgie, “Duverger, Semi-presidentialism and the Supposed French Archetype,” Journal of
Democracy,Vol. 16, No. 3 (2009), p. 249.

ZXGD  Alan Siaroff, “Comparative Presidencies: the Inadequacy of the Presidential, Semi-Presidentialism and

Parliamentary Distinction,” European Journal of Political Research, No. 42 (2003 ), p. 287.
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A Cross-National Study on the
Operational Types of Semi-

Presidentialism

Chun-Hao Chang

Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science

Tunghai University

Abstract

Since Maurice Duverger proposed the concept of semi-presidentialism
in 1980, disputes have increasingly been raised among researchers. Given
the gap between norms and operations of semi-presidentialism, as well as the
complexities among the relationships of president, prime minister, and
congress in the operations of semi-presidential countries, this paper develops
a theory-driven comparative framework of this concept. Through re-
examining the definitions of semi-presidentialism and the methodology of
analyzing its operational types, this paper also discovers the intention and
trend among them and explores the independent variables of semi-
presidentialism operations to explain the operational types and their
transitions. By classifying semi-presidential countries according to their
patterns of operational types, this paper not only provides researchers with a
more effective model to explain or predict semi-presidentialism operations in
different countries, but also assists in solving constitutional problems more

effectively.

Keywords: semi-presidentialism, operational types, cross-national study,

Maurice Duverger
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