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to the Social Sciences ( Oxford: Blackwell, 1987 [1997]) pp. 209, 21253134 » ASCLLUN F A B RN 44 3
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(@ Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New York: Columbia University Press,
1954 [1959] ).
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I o : Barry Buzan, “The Level of Analysis Problem in International Relations Reconsidered,” in Ken
Booth and Steve Smith eds., International Relations Theory Today ( Cambridge: Polity Press, 1995 [1997]),
pp. 203~205AFH BB (A ARSERHE) « B LIE RN » MREEACIRIE RS 77156 ( methodology )
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@ Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics ( Long Grove: Waveland, 1979 [2010] ), p. 78.
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LB FTE BHELT o 1 5 : Norman Blaikie, Approaches to Social Enquiry ( Cambridge: Polity Press,
1993 ), pp. 6~7.
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EXFr ~ DUBI SR R A% O WO RS A 1 am B DL R Bdaikim DIVSRIRE 8 £ 28 (positivism ) 125555
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B3 . (metatheoretical ) HUAFFEACES | : [EIERAY Martha Finnemore 3 [ % E &SR - mIE
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Martha Finnemore, National Interests in International Society (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996 ), p.
27; Lars G. Lose, “Communicative Action and the World of Diplomacy,” in Karin M. Fierke and Knud Erik
Jorgensen eds., Constructing International Relations: The Next Generation ( Armonk: M. E. Sharpe, 2001 ),
p. 1811 AL ER - f B IR - WS A HEERIVEEES - &  Harry D. Gould, “What Is at Stake in the
Agent-Structure Debate?” in Vendulka Kubalkova, Nicholas Onuf, and Paul Kowert eds., International
Relations in a Constructed World ( Armonk: M. E. Sharpe, 1998 ), p. 85.

() Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of Power Politics,”
International Organizations, Vol. 46, No. 2 (1992), p. 422.

@ Knud Erik Jogensen, “Four Levels and a Discipline,” in Fierke and Jorgensen eds., Constructing
International Relations, p. 42.

@ Alexander L. Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1999), pp. 9, 11~12, 39~40. HABFFILEIEEAIAN © Tan Hurd, “Constructivism,” in Christian Reus-Smit and
Duncan Snidal eds., The Oxford Handbook of International Relations ( Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2006 [2010]), pp. 307, 310; Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi, International Relations Theory (New York:
Longman, 1993 [2010]), pp. 291~293.

A0 Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, p. 6.
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F£dD Colin Hay, Political Analysis: A Critical Introduction ( Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2002 ), pp. 207~210; Wendt,
Social Theory of International Politics, pp. 23~25.
1) Jogensen, “Four Levels and a Discipline,” p. 43.
@ David Dessler, “What’s at Stake in the Agent-Structure Debate?” International Organizations, Vol. 43, No. 3
(1989), pp. 451~454.
¥ 0D Vendulka Kubalkova, “Reconstructing the Discipline: Scholars as Agents,” in Kubalkova, Onuf, and Kowert
eds., International Relations in a Constructed World, p. 200.
20 Hay, Political Analysis, pp. 206~208. It BRI EGIT 0] 22 M AR SCEE 22 8 H %K David Dessler 1E513CH f
Y THEREST | B2 [ R4 » R - EASCE2H i€ E] Anthony Giddens FTFGHEE 253
R R B i o 7 [0 B B AR 1 2 AW £ 8P %8 HH » Nicholas Onuf 3277 B I B2 5 BA FER ) A B 50 =
(ontological weight) > {H Wednt HIME SRR EHEFAE IR o B ¢ Colin Wight, Agents, Structures,
and International Relations: Politics as Ontology ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006 ), p. 155.
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TEE B (R EE R 58 R BT ER o (ESR 20T - ASCEMEIRG I ~ BEEVE ~ BEBITEF O
SETT R EE o MR A L AU o fECRERED - BRENPIEM L RERSITE =
FAEREEN R AE R LAV AI b - MR A SCE I ry R  AESRIRET » ASCER -
HRGEREBIE PRI TR IS — » @R LI T KRR H BEB) & B S e R A
BRIBRRELIE T - PR 5] W {18 B0 P9 98 52 38 i 62 HH 2 BERE 28 H W IR ER R AE RE B & S 1
st 75 AR AT R ERBR i DURR AL ©

N ReBF SR F R AERERLNER

BEENE ARG A T - G R ERE - A EsR DU AP R AR & 7 LU

Q) LRI EGE N o B ERSME S MR A ¢ Andre Kukla, Social Constructivism and
Philosophy of Science (New York: Routledge, 2000 ), pp. 5, 6, 19~21, 26, 119, 160~161. 1 B F5 R FRaei
oo RS E RIS AR W] 43 /L ¢ Ted Hopf, “The Promise of Constructivism in International Relations
Theory,” International Security, Vol. 23, No. 1 (1998), p. 181; Peter J. Katzenstein, Robert K. Keohane,
and Stephen D. Krasner, “International Organizations and the Study of World Politics,” in Peter J.
Katzenstein, Robert K. Keohane, and Stephen D. Krasner eds., Exploration and Contestation in the Study of
World Politics ( Cambridge: MIT Press, 1999 ), pp. 36~37. Christian Reus-Smit, “Constructivism,” in Scott
Burchill, et al., Theories of International Relations ( Basingstoke, Palgrave, 1996 [2005]), pp. 199~200;
John Gerard Ruggie, “What Makes the World Hang Together? Neo-Utilitarianism and the Social
Constructivist Challenge,”
Study of World Politics, pp. 241~242.
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(9 Stefano Guzzini and Anna Leander, “Wendt’s Constructivism: A Relentless Quest for Synthesis,” in Stefano

in Katzenstein, Keohane, and Krasner eds., Exploration and Contestation in the

Guzzini and Anna Leander eds., Constructivism and International Relations: Alexander Wendt and His
Critics ( London: Routledge, 2006 ), pp. 73~77; Ruggie, “What Makes the World Hang Together?” p. 241.
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QA ERAE R AL GBI AR EREB)E A AT 2R (1 1 g B T B RS S A = g I 1 - A2t
FREE R o BRRH (BIANFFE RN SR ) BLERBEAH I B S > BRELh TR AE 2 ER AT - T EHE SR AT PR T 1 3
ZARIGRA > TR A FRAEN 5 IR RAIEREE » k@ B ER BT A R/ NS - T8 SR e 2R B el
G~ WEREE ~ HAMRAT B IE BB AR M R R T R P © 5 ¢ Niklas Luhmann, Social Systems,
translated by John Bednarz Jr. with Dirk Baecker ( Stanford: University of Stanford Press, 1984 [1995]) , p.
18. Colin Wight f&it « & e B LAY ERBE PRAN 22 2R3 5 19 A B ﬁﬁ‘ EET » BEITHIER
B (R) RFEATEUL » WATEEERS E R ER EE A SEREE MY 98 - : Wight, Agents, Structures,
and International Relations, p. 69.

FE@ 41 Buzan {ESTTERRVEREGER RS ¢ ASAE BB TR S0 AT G RS AR T 28 o W — (W E Ry ERRAS BR -
TERFTERENIRR - 552 » ARSI IEHEEENCZ » 5 Buzan, “The Level of Analysis
Problem in International Relations Reconsidered,” pp. 212~214 HABFFFALI AL - 4 ¢ Viotti and Kauppi,
International Relations Theory, p. 296.

@ Robert W. Cox, “Towards a Posthegemonic Conceptualization of World Order: Reflections on Relevancy of
Ibn Khaldun (1992 ),” reprinted in Robert W. Cox and Timothy J. Sinclair, Approaches to World Order
( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996 ), p. 144.

5@ Hay, Political Analysis, pp. 35, 59~65; Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, p. 52; Wight, Agents,
Structures, and International Relations, pp. 227~228.

FE@ Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, p. 6.

FE @ Wight, Agents, Structures, and International Relations, p. 2.

FF@® Dessler, “What’s at Stake in the Agent-Structure Debate?” pp. 445~446.
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FF@ Gould, “What Is at Stake in the Agent-Structure Debate?” p. 83.

@ Wight, Agents, Structures, and International Relations, pp. 3~4.

FF @ Kenneth N. Waltz, “Realist Thought and Neorealist Theory (1990),” reprinted in Waltz, Realism and
International Politics (New York: Routledge, 2008 ), p. 74. Waltz ( 5% Wendt 5 A ) FRFBAY L6 ED 5

[ME#EE ] (individualism) - J5 [5REEEBE - 70 JF k& B o Hote 3 6 0 DUH R B 9 4 1 i DUER
e | FILEZE TN (HEER A BRYERAI S 23 o |« Trigg, Understanding Social Science, p. 210. Waltz
Bl Wendt A LaR—30 - ARIEARGR DM ER KT - GfRTEHR BRI E - RETE
Bl JIET » ASCAR GRS LR (XEREMER) - i mEtEss (KEHBER
LU7idam s » Bl i (E e im < Wyl [ AR aE | (U-1R > Wendt HITHE M 77 A5 L8 B85 £k

MG R 2 RREE RSB E I EENEME B 48 - | " : Wendt, Social Theory of
International Politics, p. 26.

30 Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, p. 15. 53 5. : Dessler, “What’s at Stake in the Agent-
Structure Debate?” p. 449; Alexander L. Wendt, “The Agent-Structure Problem in International Relation
Theory,” International Organizations, Vol. 41, No. 3 (1987), p. 341.

@D Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, p. 15.

@) Wight, Agents, Structures, and International Relations, p. 92.
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@) Ruggie, “What Makes the World Hang Together?” p. 239.

FEG) AT > [EMEZ - EAERNE - EERVUIREEE S| - BREEBUAMTR (dbs) 5 3 # (2006 4E
3H) " H4-e

F @& Kukla, Social Constructivism and Philosophy of Science, pp. 19, 21.

@0 Michael Crotty, The Foundations of Social Research: Meaning and Perspective in the Research Process
(London: SAGE, 1998), p. 42.[HEBFR 1/ 72# Vendulka Kubalkova, Nicholas Onuf, and Paul Kowert ¥
NIFZRRBAEFRE TR [ BOE I N JE BB A - 0 0 3 1 o — 2 O A 4 5%
Az o | B Crotty FrEaRn]F40H —# > R : Vendulka Kubalkova, Nicholas Onuf, and Paul Kowert,
“Constructing Constructivism,” in Kubalkova, Onuf, and Kowert eds., International Relations in a
Constructed World, p. 20.

@) Anthony Giddens, The Constitution of Society: Outline of the Theory of Structuration ( Cambridge: Polity
Press, 1984 [1999]), pp. 281~282.
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(1964),” reprinted in Waltz, Realism and International Politics, pp. 99~122.
F @ Waltz, Theory of International Politics, p. 40.
@ Dessler, “What’s at Stake in Agent-Structure Debate?” p. 462.
@ Emile Durkheim, The Rules of Sociological Method, translated by Sarah A. Solovay and John H. Mueller,
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Abstract

All research begins with ontology. The agent/structure debate represents
one of the most profound discrepancies and the least conclusive contests in
this regard between Structural Realism and Constructivism since the late
1980s. Though politics is the terrain of competing ontology; definite and
clear-cut answers are hardly attainable, a serious discussion on ontological
issues can lead us to penetrate the assumptions deeply embedded in both
theories.

This article first examines theoretical significances in the agent/structure
debate and next unpacks related concepts -- such as agent, agency, and
structure — as well as their origins in sociology. In the process, some
conceptual controversies over state agency and ontological core of
epistemological via media in Wendt’s theorization are also briefly discussed.
This article then turns to constructivist’s two-front criticism against Waltz’s
Structural Realism in the agent/structure debate: Waltz is in fact an
individualist and his ignorance about agency. After summarized and

2 ¢

examined Waltz’s arguments in respect of state as “unit,” “emergence” of
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structure, “‘property” of structure, structural “effects,” and structural
“changes,” this article concludes: though Waltz’s theory, in strict terms of
structural determinism, does not match with those thick Structuralism
proposed by Levi-Strauss or Wallerstein, it is nevertheless better to see
Waltz’s theory as a thin Structuralism if Waltz’s serious efforts to
differentiate structure from agent and his theoretical responsiveness to
Durkheim are properly appreciated. Waltz later makes many methodological
amendments that lead his arguments more unit-level oriented; however, such
efforts cannot bridge the existing gap between his Structural Realism and
Constructivism since his ontological commitments about agent’s agency and
its potential to transform the structure are both wanting. Last, the significance
and inevitability of theoretical parsimony implied in the illustration of level
of analysis are highlighted; so constructivists, who cherish the complexity in
their theory, may find unwarranted not to engage such an illustration. Thus,
this article presents an illustration for the purpose of demonstrating
ontological differences between Waltz and Wendt in the agent/structure
debate.

Keywords: Structural Realism, Constructivism, Ontology, Agent/Structure, Level of
Analysis
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