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Genealogy of the China Studies Agenda
-- In the Case of Journal Publications of

the Japan Association of International
Relations (JAIR)

Hsuan-Lei Shao

Assistant Professor
Department of East Asian Studies

National Taiwan Normal University
Abstract

Currently, there has been an increasing voice to reconsider the
methodology and agenda of “China studies” within the Taiwanese academic
community. With this respect, this paper introduces the China studies
achieved by the Japanese academic community to support the developmental
basis of China studies in Taiwan. Two questions lead the argument in this
paper: (1) what is the transformation of the contemporary China studies in
the Japanese international relations ( IR ) community? and ( 2 ) what
characteristics are presented from the China studies agenda within their IR
field? This paper analyzes and categorizes China studies publications
written in the Kokusaiseiji (IR ), edited by the Japan Association of
International Relations (JAIR) , in order to answer the two aforementioned
questions. The time scope of publications and research notes spans from 1957
to 2008, and can be embodied to present Japan’s perspectives on the China
studies methodology, opinion, and genealogy, especially after the end of
World War II. In addition, some relevant books and major social events in
Japan are demonstrated as well for discussion.

This paper shows that most of Japan’s China studies publications can be
described as the works of “international political history,” and that the
amount of publications focusing on “area studies” is increased recently to the

level comparable to the former area. During such transformation, the study of
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“IR Theory” is steadily developing as well in Japan. Moreover, this paper
finds that the Japanese style of dialectics in both international political
history and area studies research are consisted of Western element but also

retain the traditional mode of the IR theories.

Keywords: China studies, Japan Association of International Relations,

genealogy, area-studies, diplomat-history
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