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Risk and Responsibility Issues in the
Genetic Technology Policy-making
Process

Yuan-Hui Lai’

ABSTRACT

This research tries to investigate the relationship between genetic
responsibility, public perception and the policy discourse of risk, and is
especially interested in how genetic knowledge and genetic technologies are
used in the governance of individuals and society, how medical practices and
diagnostic tools do function as policy alternatives. Therefore, this research
concentrates on a strategic element in the policy discourse of genetic risk and
responsibility. The policy discourse of genetic risk and responsibility relies on
the scientific and technological progress in genetics since 1970s, but it also
linked to the policy success of neoliberal programs and transformations that
increasingly individualize and private the responsibility for social risks. By
presenting former research in which genetic information plays a crucial role, we
show that the rise of new obligations and the displacement of rights that are
brought about by referring a “genetic responsibility”. In addition, these new
dimensions of genetic risk and responsibility might undermine guarantied rights
and the freedom of choice concerning gene medicine. The policy discourse of
genetic risk and responsibility tends to substitute the recourse to rights by
establishing imperatives of duty towards oneself and others.

Keywords: genetic technology, risk, genetic responsibility, policy-making,
governance.

“ Assistant Professor, Department of Public Affairs and Management, Kainan University.

«90-



