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The Experiment of Deliberative
Democracy on Spatial Issue:
The Case of “the Scenario Workshop on
the Safe Routes to Schools around
Chung-Kang Drainage Channel”

Wen-Ling Tu, Kuo-Wei Chang and Chia-Chun Wu’

Abstract

Once deliberative democracy comes to deal with the spatial planning is-
sues, what is the way to adjust its mode of operation? When the advocates of
deliberative democracy come across the participatory planning practitioners,
what possibilities can be developed?

Taking the example of “the Scenario Workshop on the Safe Routes to
Schools around Chung-Kang Drainage Channel,” an experimental citizen de-
liberative meeting, this paper explores the potentials of cooperation of two dis-
ciplines between deliberative democracy and participatory planning.

Through participative observation and in-depth interviews, we examine
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community planning and citizen participant, globalization and regional development and
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some innovative elements designed for this scenario workshop and discuss how
they enhance the citizen communication and deliberation on spatial issues. This
new experiment also sheds light on the current practices of deliberative democ-
racy and participatory planning. By analyzing the similarities and differences of
two disciplines, we further ponder on the design principle for citizen to engage

in spatial planning issues.

Keywords: citizen participation, deliberative democracy, scenario workshop,
participatory planning, Hsin-Chuang Chung-Kang Drainage Chan-

nel
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