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On the Falcon as a Symbol In Tu Fu’s Poetry

Huang Yi-jen

Abstract

There have been several papers on the symbolic meaning of falcons in
Tu Fu’s poetry. This paper tries to point out the significance of this topic that
hasn’t been explored. First of all, the poet uses falcons to convey the multiple
contrasts between imagination/reality as well as his hidden value system.
Secondly, the variety of rhetoric methods that hasn’t been fully noticed is also
discussed. Finally, this paper judges the common tendency of regarding falcons
as the poet himself.

Keywords: Tu Fu, symbol, falcons, eagles, ode
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