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Discussion on the Folk Literature Perspective
of Shu-li Chao

Liu Hsiu-mei

Abstract

Shu-li Chao’s mission to popularize literature for revolution emerged in
1934, and his set his writing goal to be communicative with the laymen ever
since. His popularization trend positioned folk literature as “writing for
villagers who can read, and have them introducing the writing to illiterates.”
Therefore, writing that is comprehensible to illiterates is the key factor to
literature popularization, and also a distinguishing factor from other light
literature. To achieve this goal, he has made much “intentional” efforts, among
which folk literature perspective is the main inspiration point in creation. This
study discusses his folk literature perspective and writing practice through
Chao’s opinions on folk literature and usage of folk literature to encourage

“public creation”.

Keywords: Shu-li Chao, Folk literature, Light literature, Public creation,

Popularization

* Assistant Professor, The Graduate School of Folk Literature, National Hualien University
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