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The Meaning of “the universe is full  
of hsin (mind/heart)” by Huang ZhongXi 

Jou Fang-min∗

Abstract

The phrase of “the universe is full of hsin (mind/heart)” is one of the 
most important propositions by ZhongXi. This proposition refers to the realms 
of metaphysics, ethics, ontology, epistemology etc., and its rigorous meanings 
can be induced as follows: 

First, for the Heavan is qi, for the human being is hsin (mind/heart). 
Huang ZhongXi takes qi as the cosmological substratum, he thinks qi and hsin 
as the primary substance of universe and human being.  

Second, all particulars refer to the metaphysical identity: not to deviate 
from the hsin. The patterns of things may be different, but the ethics and value 
of things are unique. The moral noumenon and the fundamental value still 
settle in the principles of jen, yi , li ,zhi.  

Third, the fundamental destination is unique, but the contents of dao are 
endless. It means to affirm the meanings and values of all particulars. So 
limiting everybody to the only one activity and discarding others means the 
atrophy of life and academic research.. 

 Finally, all entities are named by me.In the process of defining and 
settling phenomenal world, both the subject and object are accomplished and 
integrated. The assertion involves the attenttions of epistemology, ethics and 
metaphysics. 
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