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On Daria Dontsova’s Ironical Detective Fiction-

Hui-Wan Chiang+-

Abstract

In the 1990s the book market in Russia radically changed. Due to the
commercialization of literature, “serious literature” was substituted by various historic
and romantic novels, fantasy, thrillers and detective fiction, which since the early 1990s
has become one of the most popular genres in post-Soviet Russia. And >xeHckue
netektuBbl (female detective stories) started to appear and have been the most popular
from the mid-1990s. Dontsova’s detective stories, whose female protagonists overcome a
number of obstacles, undergo a moral, physical, or financial transformation and try to
restore order within her own world, provide the readers optimistic pathos, simple values,
fairy-tale idealism and upbeat didacticism. The popularity of Dontsova’s ironical
detective fiction is an indication of the recent transition in Russian popular values: from
nostalgia, criticism and pessimism to forward looking optimism, hope and faith in the

post-Soviet socio-economic environment.

Key words: popular literature, female detective fiction, ironical detective fiction
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