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Chinese Knowledge of British Political Institutions: A Case
Study of Democratic Imagination in Late Ch’ing China
(1830~1856)

Kwang-che Pan

This paper tries to analyze in detail Chinese knowledge of British political
institutions in Late Ch’ing China in the period of 1830-1856, as a case study of how the
Chinese assimilated Western democratic ideas.

The type of information channels the Chinese had shaped their understandidg. From
British political institutions they acquired the model of “the system of king-in-
consultation-with-ministers,” which had two major premises: 1. The power of the king
is limited by Parliament and 2. Parliament is elected by the people.

The author shows how the Chinese Democratic Imagination was influenced by these

two premises.

Key words: British political institution, democratic ideas in modern China,



