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An Analysis of the Crimes of the King Shang-Zhouh

in the Oath of Mu

Sun,Tieh-kang

In the past, King Shang-Zhouh was regarded nothing but a tyrant. This article in an attempt
to restore his name, as well as to certify the historical authentic of the Oath of Mu.

The Qath of Mu was a speech by King Zhou —Wu before his launching an attack on King
Shang-Zhouh. In the Oath, we did not find that King Shang-Zouh had committed any
atrocious crimes, instead we only found that King Shang-Zouh was accused of committing the
following : (1) Obeying his wife and his concubines, (2) Not worshiping his own ancestors,
(3) Not appointing his brothers high-ranking officials (4) Commissionning foreign defectors
and relying on them heavily.

All the crimes of King Shang-Zouh’s mentioned in the Oath of Mu were not serious and
awful. And this proved the Oath had not been altered greatly by later scholars, and that it is

original and authentic.

Keywords : The Qath of Mu ~ King shang-Zhouh - King Zhou-Wu - Woman
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