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The Historical Significance in Sino-American Treaty of 1946

Wau, Lin-chun

Department of Social Studies Education, National Hualien Teachers College

In November 1946, the representatives of Chinese and United Stated signed a “ Treaty of Friendship,
Commerce, and Navigation”(as is called “Sino-American Treaty of 1946™). Since the hostilities
between KMT and CCP, the new treaty had different evaluations. The past research on this issue had
more focus on the equal/unequal dichotomy, or over emphasized the “Company Law” and neglected
the exploration of historical review.

Retrospecting the past history of Chinese treaty system, we have found the significance of
Sino-American Treaty of 1946 would ensure the Sino-American treaty of 1943, under which the
American “abandoned” many privileges and the new 1946 treaty superseded the old treaty system of
China. It turned out to be very necessary for the Chinese and American under this bilateral commercial
agreement to take the assurance of new relationship after the WWII.

This article is trying to explore the three points as follows: 1. Looking back the process of old treaty
system and finding the meaning of Sino-American Treaty of 1946. 2. Analyzing text of Sino-American
Treaty of 1946 by the principal of bilateral treaty. 3. Exploring public opinion and the response of
Nanking Diplomacy Department.

Keywords: Sino-American Treaty, Sino-U.S. Relations, Sino-U.S. economic relations, Treaty
System



