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Treaty Relationships and American Business in Late Ch’ing: the
Case of Consular Service and Factories in the Treaty Ports

Wu, Lin-chun

Department of Local Studies, National Hualien University of Education

Chinese-Foreign relationship was based on specific treaties of different periods
since the Opium war, which was described by some historians as “Treaty
system”. While the Treaty-System in different periods had different effects in
different cases, what was the real relationship between American business and its
treaty interests in China? What kind of effect did the treaty system has in U.S.
China trade? This article tries to explore how the U.S. treaty interests affected
American business in China by case study.

The article is focused on two business cases. One is American consular service
in China. American consular took more responsibility in opening the market than
political mission. As the later comer in China, American consular system was not
perfect and quite different from Britain one. Another case is the dispute about a
plan to build a textile factory by W. S. Wetmore in 1882. In these two cases,
Chinese and American defended their positions according to the same Treaty, but
with different explanation. It will illustrate the application of Treaty System in
Late Ch’ing and help understand the real situation of American business in China

by examining these two cases.

Keywords: Chinese-American Relations, Treaty System, Chinese-American
economic relations Chinese-American treaties: American

Business in China
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