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i) % 2 it 97§ o Sherman Cochran, Chinese Medicine Men: Consumer Culture in
China and Southeast Asia (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2006).
Mira Wilkins, “The Impact of American Multinational Enterprise on American-Chinese
Economic Relations, 1786-1949,” in Ernest R May and John K. Fairbank eds. America‘s
China Trade in Historical Respective, the Chinese and American Performance
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1986), 285-287. Mira Wilkins f74 i + §
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Electrification: Multinational Enterprise and International Finance in the History of
Light and Power, 1878-2007 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2008).
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? The Ambassador in China (Nelson T. Johnson ) to the Secretary of State, Jan 15, 1940,
FRUS, 1940, Vol. IV, 262.

% The Ambassador in China (Nelson T. Johnson) to the Secretary of State, Jan 15, 1940,
FRUS, 1940, Vol. 1V, 262.
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B David H. Grover, American Merchant Ships on the Yangtze, 1920-1941 (Westport,
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4" American consul in Tsingtao (Paul W. Meyer) to the Secretary of States, June 21, 1941,
No. 893.5034/404, 1-2. U.S. Department of State, Confidential U.S. State Department
central files, China, 1940-1944: Internal Affairs, United States National Archives,
Washington D. C. (microform) 2 = f§ £ Internal Affairs.
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American consul in Tsingtao (Paul W. Meyer) to the Secretary of States, June 21, 1941,
1-8, Internal Affairs, No. 893.5034/404.
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K—: KERARBEMTAMZEENHHBEHE, 1932-1940

Year Lumber deliveries (feet) % of total market
1932 2,056,611 41.4
1933 3,715,580 50.5
1934 4,993,380 44.5
1935 3,027,180 47.0
1936 3,119,494 45.0
1937 3,743,922 52.0
1938 1,107,168 21.0
1939 2,123,005 37.4
1940 553,035 05.8

Source: American consul in Tsingtao (Paul W. Meyer) to the Secretary of States, June 21,
1941, 2, Internal Affairs, No. 893.5034/404.
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American consul in Tsingtao (Paul W. Meyer) to the Secretary of States, June 21, 1941,
4, Internal Affairs, No. 893.5034/404.
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18" American consul in Tsingtao (Paul W. Meyer) to the Secretary of States, June 21, 1941,
5-6, Internal Affairs, No. 893.5034/404.
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Source: Tsigtao American Chamber of Commerce, + % # 4% % 45 - Biweekly Bulletin, No.
31, Q-459-1-257, 183.
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American Business in China Prior to the Pearl Harbor
Incident: Case Studies of the Robert Dollar Company and the
British American Tobacco Company, 1939-1941

Wu, Lin-chun

Professor of Department of History, National Dong Hwa University

With the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war in 1937, Japan not only occupied
Northeast China, but had also expanded its economic presence and even
monopoly over Japanese occupied areas of China. Japan’s expansion in China
and East Asia presented an immediate concern for American interests in China.
Starting from the second half of 1939, the American government planned to
terminate the Japan-US Treaty of Commerce and Navigation as well as enact
measures to challenge Japan’s economic monopoly in China. American
embargoes of Japan were further expanded after the latter joined the Axis
Alliance in September 1940.

The deepening Sino-Japanese war and tough new American policy towards
Japan forced American businessmen in China to try effective variety of
different responses. So far, few scholars have paid attention to such American
responses after China and Japan started all-out war with each other. The
existing scholarship even suggests that American enterprises in China during
wartime passively collaborated with the Japanese or their puppets. This paper,
using the case studies of the Dollar Trading Company and the British-American
Tobacco Company, tries to provide a fresh look at the complicated issues of
how American enterprises in China responded to Japanese aggression and

economic threats.

Keywords: Sino-U.S. Relations; American business in China; Sino-U.S.
economic relations; Sino-Japanese War
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