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A Comparative Study of Regime
Characteristics and Political Transition of
North Korea and Cuba

Chia-Huang Wang

Professor
Department of Social and Policy Sciences

Yuan Ze University
Abstract

Why have North Korea and Cuba been able to resist pressure posed by
democratization at the end of the twentieth century and the Third Wave
Democracy? What are the systemic and institutional characteristics of the
North Korean and Cuban ruling structures? How have the systems
consolidated political power for the ruling families and the ruling class? The
author explores the aforementioned questions via documentary analyses and
interviews. The author highlights similarities and differences between the two
non-democratic and hybrid regimes, examines the descriptive and
explanatory power of typologies of totalitarianism and post-totalitarianism,
and analyzes the reasoning of the “Color Revolution” and ‘“Jasmine
Revolution.” The author also discusses the possibility of democratization in
North Korea and Cuba.

Keywords: political transition, party-state, Juche Philosophy, Kim Jong-un, Castro
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