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‘Li Sou’, the Resentment of ‘Xiou Bian’ :

An Explanation to the ‘Resentment’ in Qu Yuan’s

Literary Works

Liao Dong-Liang

Abstract

Zhu Zi-Qing (5 E &) has remarked in “Shi Yan Zhi Bian” ( {FF =&
##) ) : The arguments about Qu Yuan’s ‘Li Sou Jing’ ( (EEEE#E ) ) in Han
dynasty is also to discuss whether ‘Li Sou Jing’ is convinced or not, or it is
not tender and gentle enough”. This commentary is really a gist and is also
very appropriate. In fact, it is not only in Han dynasty, but also in future
generations. What this article wants to observe and present is the
strategies of interpretation that scholars discuss Qu Yuan’s ‘resentment’
relying on “Shi Jing, Xiao Bian”. Scholars explain that they firmly
establish the rational and legality of QuYuan’s ‘resentment’ through the
resentment in ’Xiou Bian’. They place Qu Yuan’s ‘resentment’ on the
state of ‘ought to resent it or not’. By this way they think that Qu Yuan’s
‘resentment’ is the way of expressing not only his indignation but also his
intimacy and loyalty. However finally it is ended on ‘grieving without
resentment’, ‘being aware of the life’ and ‘being a devoted and kind-hearted
person’. In Arthur O. Lovejoy’s great book “The Great Chain of Being”,
he has used ‘chain’ to be a metaphor of the continuity in the history of
conceptions. However, ‘history’ itself has not only continuity but also
variation. The individual cases of Zhao Bu-Zhi (8f#i~2), Hong Xing-Zu

(BB fH) and Liu Meng-Peng (2|2 J[8) just represent the opening,
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constructing and changing of the proposition -- ‘the resentment of Xiou

Bian’ during the time process.

Keywords: ‘Xiou Bian’, ‘Li Sao’, Qu Yuan, Zhao Bu-Zhi, Hong Xing-Zu,
Liu Meng-Peng





