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The Parental Leave in Sweden:

the Value of Social Care

Wen-hui Anna Tang™ & Chialing Yang™™

Abstract

Parental leave system in Sweden has two major
characteristics. First, it is financially based on national
insurance system. Second, Parenthood Insurance Law regulates
the number of days and pay rate that parents get. The state uses
the policy and legislation to enhance the equal share of
parenthood and the value of social care.

This paper firstly introduces the historical context and the
system of parental insurance. Secondly it depicts the allocation
of parental insurance, the intention of enhancing fatherhood and
the social debates on this issue. Finally, this paper proposes the
insights from Swedish parental insurance system in Taiwan
society.

The conclusion indicates that the mutual influence of
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discourse and policy forms the transformation of Swedish
parental insurance system. Although Taiwan is a lower
developed welfare state for a long time and lacks the social
debates on social care, this study on Swedish parental insurance
provides the possibilities to develop various discourse on
parenthood and the social welfare system in Taiwan.

Keywords: Sweden, parental leave, social care, state intervention



