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Insecurity of Job: The Employment
Experience of Atypical Young Workers

Wen-Yun Hsieh™ & Yih-Jiunn Lee™

Abstract

The labour market has been changed toward more flexible
and insecure by the impact of neo-liberalism and globalization.
As a result, unemployment and insecure employment are
prevailing nowadays. It is an important issue whether an
employee can get a stable and secure work or not in the given
labour market. The purpose of this research is to probe into the
employment experience of the atypical young workers in Taiwan.
Interviews were used for data collection. The participants include
10 college graduated youths, aged 20-29, who devote or devoted
themselves to atypical job due to the lack of appropriate full time
job. The findings are as follows: (1) the youths devoted to
atypical work are involuntary mostly; (2) there are nine “low”
features of atypical works, including wage, welfare, working
status, working safety, connection, autonomy, skill, challenge,
and stability; (3) they quitted their jobs either by their own
choices or under certain pressure. Finally, implications and
recommendations for policy makers and following researchers
are also discussed and presented.

Keywords: Young Employment, Atypical Employment, Labour
Market Risk
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