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The Core Value and the Development of
Confucian Orthodoxy in Traditional Chinese
Politics - the Basis of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s
Revolutionary Theory

Wen-Shih Liu "

ABSTRACT

The term “Confucian orthodoxy” used herein pertains to the core thinking of
Confucianism or the tenet and direction such thinking has evolved over time. In
substance it refers to the way of Confucius shaped by such Chinese classics as The Book
of Changes, The Book of History, The Confucian Analects, The Spring and Autumn
Annals, The Great Learning, The Doctrine of the Mean, The Book of Rites, and so on,
that is extensive in theory and scope.

Before the toppling of the Nationalist Party (better known as Kuomintang, KMT)
Confucian orthodoxy was prevailingly believed to be the nation’s founding spirit, giving
the people a sense of direction in a time of tremendous turmoil. Nonetheless as the nation
develops toward democracy, the Jiang autocracy dissolved, the very value of Confucian
orthodoxy begins to be scrutinized, the nation’s founding spirit became blurred, and the
ethos diverged: the people lost their common value. Has the value system predicated on
Confucian orthodoxy been outdated? Or does it still have some validity in guiding the
nation in its development? The key to these issues lies with the cognition, the
interpretation of Confucian orthodoxy and the consensus of its role.

On which Dr. Sun Yat-sen in line with his revolution theory “following the Chinese
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philosophical heritage” advocated harmony among the nation’s ethic groups, then
harmony among nations, and adopted the direction - “further the nation’s cultural
heritage, and absorb all cultures in the world to augment”. Yet what culture exactly had
Dr. Sun Yat-sen striven to restore and perpetuate? What exactly were its delineation and
scope? It has been generally believed to be the Confucian orthodoxy in the linage of
Yao, Sheng, Yu, Tong, Wen, Wu, Duke of Zhou and Confucius. But is such viewpoint
what Dr. Sun Yat-sen intended? The question begs examination.

One purpose of the study is to pursue the people’s actual, true attitude towards
which while stripping off one by one those imposed on Confucian orthodoxy to
reposition, evaluate and allocate the very value of the Confucian orthodoxy. Another
purpose is to examine, verify the context of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s revolution theory, thus

restoring its authenticity.

Keywords: Confucian orthodoxy, heresy, the doctrine of the mean, value system,
creative transformation.
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