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An Analysis on the Renovation of the Policy
Decision-Making Mechanism on Japanese
Science and Technology Policy in 1990s and
It’s Implication on Japanese Administrative

Reform
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Abstract

Japan’s technological strength has always been sure. The Japan’s government
affirmed setting the objectives of a “Nation Based on Science and Technology” as the
fundamental policy goal. This policy orientation has been consolidated by the Science
and Technology Law which gave the government legal competence in science and
technology. The evolution of the Japanese technology policy shows that it is not just
limited to technological advancement, but rather, there are significant economic,
political and institutional implications. The administrative structure for the funding of
science and technology in Japan was markedly reorganized in 2001, when the Ministry
of State for Science and Technology Policy and the Council for Science and Technology
Policy were founded. These two organizations have been given great power. This article

describes and analyses the renovation of the mechanism on Japanese science policies.

Keywords: Japan’s politics; administrative reform; developmental state; technology
policy; Council for Science and Technology Policy; Science and Technology
Basic Plan
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