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The Analysis of Sun Wen’s National
Discourse

Ya-Tan Hsiao "

Abstract

The forming of “national imagination” is not completed only by discourse, but is also
formed by comprehensive practical process of political power and social power. For the
reasons | choose Sun Wen as the subject of my research, specifically his apprehension of
nation and nationalism. At different stages does Sun Wen’s national discourse oscillate or
fracture? | hope that this thesis can reconstruct an abstract view point on Sun Wen’s national
discourse.

The Chinese nation is not a homogenized unity of abundant symbols. This has been
shown to be a great failure by the subjective expectations of the intellectual elites of the Ching
Dynasty. As we look to the past, the imagined Chinese nation is the process of replete with
conflicting vacillations. | orientate the process as the great debate of nationality.

I have summarized Sun Wen’s national discourse into three stages: the theory of struggle
with the Ching dynasty (1894-1911), the theory of five clan republicanism (1912-1918), and
the theory of the Chinese nation (1919-1925). Sun Wen combined and wrote Six Chapters of
Nationalism in 1924. He plans to systematize nationalism by writing the six chapters. This is

also viewed as Sun Wen’s conclusive understanding of the Chinese nationality issues.

Keywords: Sun Wen, Liang Qi-chao, national imagination, struggle with the Ching dynasty,
five clan republicanism, the Chinese nation

National Taiwan University Graduate Institute of National Development.



